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Narrative, 
Of the Uny uſt and Illegal Sufferings, and 


"Oppo, of many Chriſtians ( Injurtoul. 


ly, and Injudictouſly calld FANATICKS, bold 

_ all the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Religion, Believin 

the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 3 and whoſe Lives and 
verſations are as Conſonant, and Apreeable to the Laws of 
God as theirs that Perſecute chem ) under, and by ſeveral of 
his Majeſties Juſtices of Peace, and others, who are no Officers, 
bur Inforniers, in the County of Devon, ſince the Tenth of 
Aay, 1670 from a pretended Zeal, ro put the Law againſt 
Conventicles in Execution. 


AS ALSO, 


Of the moſt Malicious Proſecution of Nine 


Innocent P:rſons, to take away their Lives, under 2 Falſe pre- 
rence of Murdering an Informer: And of the Tryals that were 
betwixt /Autthew Hele, of Halwel , in the Pariſh of Pod, 
William Baſtard, "nk Garſton, in the Pariſh of Weſt- Alvir 
Eſquires, and Mr. Edmund Reynel, and 7chn Bear, ( Cal iT 'by 
Fe) ick-nam? Cock y Bear”) Two [nformers for pretended N 
wh dy of purting the At againſt Crcrtroles in Execution, and the hard 
Meaſure f oa met with from the Tedgz with the Korrid Perjurics of the 


witneſſes brought againſt them, ar the 4/5;e5 held ar Exor, in rheCounty 
of D:von, April 1671, 
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T is notneceſſary, that thou ſhould know who lath Compos'd, and Py 6 
liſhed, 'rhe enſuing Narrative, I ſhall only thus Characterize him to thee? 
that he is an Enemy to none that 1s a- Friend to the Lord Jetus Chriſt, 
and his. glorious Goſpel; thar he doth not value men by their moſl 
ſplendid Profeſiion, bur ſerious prattice of Religion; not by Religious Notions, 
but by a Religious Nature 3 not by being of a Party, but by the practice of Pie- 
ry 3 not by a; hot intemperate Zea!, either for Negative, or potlitive Superſti- 
tion, or the ſlender Circumſtances, bur the Vital parts, and tubſtance of Chri- 
ſtianity. He loves, eſteems, and prefers an Epiſcopal perion, that's a {triet, 
and cloſe walker with God, whole Life is conlonant, and whoſe Aﬀions arc 
correſpondent to rhat compleat and perfett Rule, which Divine Laws do con- 
ftitute 3 before a prophane Pr: sbyter74n, or Independant, &c. and a Pious, Pain- 
ful Conformiſt, before a looſe and Jafie Non-conformiſt, when he knows it 1s 
ſo, though he] muſt confels according to his Obſervation ; the latter are not 
generally ſo morally Criminous, and Peccant as the former. He heartily de- 
fires, that in theſe three Nations, all were of a pacate Spirit, and pcaccahle 
Deportment towards cach other, and that every one were diſpoſteſt of a cen- 
ſorious Devil. | And as he doth nor think any form of Civil Regimmenr, ro be of 
Divine Right, ſd he can Honour, and Pray for rhe Govern ents that God doth 
ſer over us; and though he earneſtly defires thar all may anſwer the end of 
Goverment, which is the Advancement of rhe Common Good ( this being the 
will of the Univerſal ReQor, as his Supream Law, or Rule in Politicals ) and 
that every Law of theirs may be Congruous, and not contrary to the Laws of 
the Supream Monarch, and higheſt Legiſlaror ; ard that all may have their 
Foundation in R/ght Reaſon, and common Fquity, which may make their Obli- 


; gation unqueſtionable, and give the Fſſ- of a Law indeed to them; yer when 


they are nor ſq, though he cannor yield an Adiue Oordieres ro them, yet he 
can 4 Paſte Suhjeftion to the Magiſtrate that makes them ; diſtinguiſhing 
berween the Authority of his Laws,and of his Perſon,ſo that chough he judgerh 
not the former Obliging to his Conſcience ( or to ſpeak as properly that hrs . 
Conſcience binds not to ſuch Laws ) yet he doth the Latter to his outward 
man, to keep {ir from reſiſting 'when Puniſhed, though he could avoid ſuch 
Puniſhment by Reſiftance. | - 

He wiſheth that the Smiles, and Favours of Ry.:! M11; may be as 4 to- 
veraign B1!/1m!, to heal rhole magy Wounds that are now made in our Body 
Politick, that it may art laſt he reduced to an E:4a/y, or a $2419, 444 heairh- 
ful Corſtrtution, burif that cannot or muſt not be, he equally deirreth, that 
they who fee] the Smart, that Sigh, and Groan under the Arguiſh of them, 
may be of a Sedate Spirir, and ro be perſwaded unto a pariens Tolleration 
wiereof ; till the chiefeſt Phyfitian by his Infallh!e 253d unercing Wildorm, 
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cortrive and provide a remedy that may inialla'ty, and vith irrefiltable I ncrgy, 
ef#cacth the Cure, | 

He will nor charge it upon any of our L'g:bztors, that they have made un- 
realorable, and Unjuſtifiable Laws, tobe as Swords, ard Spears to make theſe 
deep and dangerous Wourds; ro zlner at? a|\moſt Myr: 2//y the greareſt part of 
the Political Body, to gratifie a few Members. therect 3 but he affcrts that an 
Nlegal execution of Laws, makes theſe freſh-bvlceding Wounds, which the en- 
king Narcative will preſent to thy Vew, and which 1 hope, it thou beeſt but 
either a truly Pious, or K1g4t Noble, and G:nerous Soul, rhou cannur| look ap- 
on withour pitty, and a compaſſionate R*/:1t1c1it. Not only Piety but Gene- 
roſy is produttive of higheſt Compaiiions, and Commiſlerations, TI hold it 
morc Eligible by far to fall into the hands of a man, that hath a Soul oravely 
impregn2oed with that principle! ( \vppoſing him to want the other.) then of 
kim ; whoſe Soul was ſcarcc ever E\evarcd,andraileda Degree above a Dunghil, 
who Lives and As as it it were but the very Crigin, and Oft-ſpring thereof, 
knowing, and aftedting nuthirig. bur Sordidnels, and Baſencis, luch a one is 
moſt Infotenr, Tnfiulring, ad Lomineering, Proud, and Scormuul, when he 
hath power, moſt Incommitcrate, and Incompatl:onate, when others ſtand ro 
his Mercy, ard he [ets he can Tread, and Trainple upon them, he js moſt Re- 
rengetul when he hath ain oppertunity, which ke 15 ever greedily waiting for; 
and what ever is Indecorous for'a man! to do, or 1.5ecommg Humanity, thae 
will he do ; or hach fiill an innate habit, of pry pal convatural with him, 
wa& him thereunto, which will beak & 5:1), (ag [ow it elf if nor curb'd, 
or reſtrain'd by ſome forraign force, 67 c%iorts power 3 tor this reafon, ic's 
alwayes bertcr to bave a truly | Valiant Vericiz i; 20 Enemy, than a Coward, 
becaule if he Conquer, he will very xencdes vi tpilling Blood, ynieis there 
be an abſolute Necefliry that compels him to ir. li therefore this Narrative 
can bur have the Honour, and Happineſs to kits the Hand, anil be Viewed with 
the Eyes of any truly G:1!r945 Sp rit; ( which hath ſuch a Law of Nobleneſs 
Enthron'd in ir, as F am ure jt cannot Violate ) what ever v<rivation he be 
of, I know he cannot but highly. difdain the Actings of fſottc, anul pitty the 
the Wrougs, and Opprethons of others. : 

Why ſhould nor Sufferers hope ? | Our King 1s of that Minſucte, Mi'de, 
and Compaſſionate Temper, that if he did but Read, and Þad but a right Tn- 
{ormation of ſuch things as are contained in rhis Narrative: ( But aias / There 
are £90 many which;endeavour a prevention of their acceſs unto, and arrival 
ar! > Fas, and Eves, or repreſent rhem in a falſe Glais ; and thus js many 
1975 the 3 fry of Princes, and a confiderable cauſe «f their Niſcariages in 
Government, that they cannot hear wh their own Ears, from thote that wou!d 
2546 4 Tight Information and true ſtare of Perſons, and things 3 nor ſce with 
the 7 own Eves what is necdſul to be Expoſed to the View, and lye open to 
the Ofervation thereof Y'Duc he would endeavour ſome ſpecdy Relief for the 


Opvroi cd, if nor grow Brg with R' y.2l Indrgnatinn againſt the Cppreſlers. 


[ ſhall not much .Goancern my (elf, whether this' Narrative te |Grarefu), or 
(1 cectiito the Reader; ſeeing it's compoſed of Truth ; for| what I Lave 
Crigdted, ant Publihed, 1 have done it with awful appreterifions of the 
'$1ere ſnpton of! God's All-ſceing Eye; and therefore wou:d not WY, 
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and wictiagly ſend abroad Falſhood ro Travel in the World, neither would 1 
deviaze or wary from Verity in the moſt minute, and Inconfiderable Circum- 
france : Burt if I ſhould, as po 7 may, yet 1 hope I ſhall be pardoned by 
the Candid Reader, and that he will become an Advocate for me ( feeing the 
beſt, and rrucſt Hiſtorians are Obnoxious to fuch miſtakes ) (o as the 
Subſtance is rrue : Which rake as falloweth. 

May the 29th. 1570, Mr. George Reynel of Xf2/ſor, in the Pariſh of Sh-rfard, 
Devor( now a Priſoner in the Kjngsb+n:b) one of his Mazefties Juftices of Peace 
C though a ſufficient diſturber thercof, of which you have fome fagnal Inſtanees 
m the following Narrative ) being informed M tome In72mo?s fellows (im- 

toyed for that end_) that there was au Aſſembly of People ar Mr. Jobn Hicks 
bs Houſe, ( a Non-conformiſt Miniſter ) in the Town of Kz1g5briag, came 
rhether about Kleven a Clock in the Forencon, attended with divers Perſons 
( moſt of which arc well known to be Lewd, and Debauchr ) and moſt furi- 
ouſly arremp:s to Break open the Streer-door, with an Iron Bar, or Sledg of 
Iron, which not being able fpecdily ro do, his Brother, Arthur Keynel, goes ro: 
the Back-door, which being open, he enters, and haftens to the other, and 
not finding the Key in the Lock, begins ro Curie ( judgd by fome a minure Crime 
in compariſon of Praying, and Preaching the Golpel) in this manner, the 
P/.:242 take you, throw tod 1t 3 hut the Key being ſpecdily fourd, the Door 
was opened t5 the Juſtice, and his Artendarus 3 who without delay, having 
entred the Houle, amen aſcends to the Chambers ( leaving his Brother 
Arthur and (ome others deli?) and enquires for the ſaid Mr. H. being fup- 
poſed, but not proved, to have Preacht ; whom nor finding, moft unhecoming 
a Gentleman, and a Juſtice of Peace, before his Wife, Revites, and Ca!um- 
niates, calling bim then, and ar the Tavern after, Rebe!, Rogne, Raſcal, Town- 
Bil, whore-Maſter, Baſtard-Maber, &c, Then he above, and lis Brother be- 
low, begin to rake the Names of the People whom they found there; Hur in 
vain was the; Aſſay, for both their Hands Trembled fo mvch ( which was Oh- 
vious to the View and Obſervation of many SpeRators, who are ready now tg 
. Atteſt it )) that they could not ſcarce write one Name, and fo were forc t to 
deſiſt, What was Productive, or Cauſative of this Para/1'iicn! Drifemper, I 
leave the Intelligent, and Impartial Reader to Judp, Yet notwithſtanding, the 
ſa'd Juſtice ({ as if he wowd attempt a CO over the Terrors of the Al- 
mighty, andiwould Baffie, and Stifle the Conſternating Conv'Gons of his own 
Conſcience) proceeds May the 30! roa Covition of ſeveral Per.cns it ſuffer, 
as he pretended, according to the Law made againſt Convent cies. Firit ther, 

though no Miniſtcr was found, nor cold it be prov'd that there was ary, 
muchleſs that Mr. H:c4s, or any other Miniſter did either Prezch, or Teah 
( which 1s the Crime that Incurs the penaity of Twenty Pound ) ver be Levicd 

Twenty Puund upon the ſaid Mr. 7. for Preaching, and iffues forth his Warr: c 

to the Conſtables of Kjngsoridg, torake Deſtreſs upon his Goods ( Fe judpirg 

and ceclaring him upon the fight of his Hevfro!d Goods the Satarh-dav, 

ſuffic'ert to fatisfie the Law ) buthe refuſing to open his Doors, the ivilierten 

againſt Law, jtransfers the Penalty from him; to ſume of his fuppoict Hearers, 

and amongit the reſt, he Levieth Forty Shillings upon ore Ron Bi®r!/, who 

was notihe Lords-day before at Mr. H. his Houle when the Jutiice cane, and 
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thongh he made his complaint to him of rhe wrong done him, yet he would 
not relieve him : Twenty Shillings he Ly'2-ad upon Thomas Cole, of Kingsbridg, 
who refuſing to pay it, he (as if he 1». been too merciful, and compaſſi- 
onate before ) adds Fittcen Shillings more to ir, and commands the Conſta= 
blecs ro Deſtrain th:irry/Shcep for it 3 which is a moſt horrid Oppreſſion, and 
Ipheſt Injuſtice, contrary to all Law: As the 51, He", 3. whnch faith, That 
D: /tr:ſ['s miſt bt reajna!.', after the valut of the Debt, and Demand. 
$2, Hen. 3. Which (a!th, Ti-at Detrtf]:s hall be reaſonable, and not top great, and 
hb: that tabeth great, and with 01 407« D:#refſes, ial! be 8g/1*v11fly Amitrcea, 
im the Exci/5thortof $o 28. Ed. 1.12, Forty Shilliags further he Levieth up- 
on (/ rzſþin Coll, »gs, Who firding himiclt Aprieved, makes his Appeal accord- 
ing ro Law: And now the Injuſtice, and Oppretlions tha: he inet with at the 
Sejſi93s, may be Read, Firſt, | v/hen he! came vp v. ith Witneſſes to prove ſeve- 
ral things of Moment, and had cn ar great Charges, he was nor ſuffered ro 
Travers his Appeal, but ( as it on purpoſe to Opprels him .the more, .and be- 
Caule rhicre could be no Wirnefſes t!.en got to prove he was at Mr. A. his houſe) 
made to enter into nciv Recogiizance to do it, the next Setlions afrer ; which 
when he came to do, |he found 7-1: ſtood 17.21 off, and Equity 794/d not en- 
x», for there Fudgnient principally paſt upon the Evidence of an Ignorant 
Fellyw, who Swore he ſaw him inthe ſaid Mr. H. his Houle, and when it was 
demandcd ar what tithe, he reply d, in the Afternoon, and yer the prerended 
Conventicic that Mr, {-314! would Convict of, was n the Forengon; and 
though it could not he /prov'd that Mr.14,did at that time either Preach or Teach, 
Ver was the [aid ©. C711g5 adjudg'd ro-part of the Twenty Pound, befides the 
Treble Colt, which was ſcrewed up to the highrh. The moſt that could be 
Arreſted, was thar the Voice of Mr. H. was heard ; and yer he that did Swear 
this, was art that diſtance from|his Houle, that it rendred it very difficult either 
to hear the Voice of a Man, or fo as to diſtinguiſh berwixt the Voice of one 
mai, and another ; and impoſſible ro know wherher ir were the Voice of one 
Praying or Preaching, | by tlic moſt open and atrentive Ears; yer this was Valid 
and ,Authentick enough, to prove that there was Preaching. Bur as I have 
heard of a man that was uſually of the petty Fry, for Life, and Death, in 
the County where he lived, and when Evidence was not clear to the Jury of a 
Felonovs fat, woulds,ſtill ſay, ler us Jang the man ar a_Venture : So were 
moſt of rhe Juſtices ar rhe Seſſions, an.i the Jury ( which is uſually accord- 
ing to their hearts deſire) reſoly'd to tlo with Chrz/pin Collivgs, ro make him 
pay part of the Fine, whether there was Preaching, yea, or no. And this 
hail: been their practice from Seflions to Setlions, as ſhall by ſeveral following 

Inſtances be prov 'd. | 
Betore the rext Sabbath, Mr. R:179 left the Country, bur his S:ttrys, or 
In*,>»;:>5 continue in it ( whether they were Volunteers, arid Spontaneous 
ARors, or ſtired up by him tþ this 1% 1704s work,and Honowablcmployment, 
I ſhall nor derermineY who the enſuirg Lords-day were very Adtive, Sedu- 
ous, and Induſtrious|to d'ſcharge the! rruſt repoſed in them afrer ſometime 
chereſore ſpent in Hunting, they,Scert a Convertrele near Syrley Bitts, in the Pa- 
rh of 17 2/tingtr, to which with grear Celerity, and Speed, |they haſten, 
and 7.;-like, drivc | 8k furiouſly, leaſt chey ſhould miſs of their you. and 
| | 2 rey ; 
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Prey : The conſiderable Circumſtances of which Agtions, are as followeth, 
Firſt, the number of Perſons engaged therein, which were about Fourteen 
Horſe and Foot. . Secondly, their ualicy, one or two of them Gentlemet 
( in that Common, Ad/«rd, irrational Notion, and Accepration of a Gentleman 
among us, that is one -deſcenged from tuch an Ancient, diptibed Family, 
when there is a Degeneration, from all the true Noble Accompliſhments, and 
hehaviour of [Gentlemen ; and a total, and ſhametul Laps trom all real Ver- 
rue, tharrrue Genrility is the Genuine Oft-ipring of, which it gives it heft 
rife, and being too, and which neceſlarily it multi have is foundation la'd in ; 
when he hath ſcarce a Rag, or Shadow ot it left, nothing but Romant.ck Comm- 
plements, Pedantick Poſtures, and Legs made with forge Geometrical pro- 
rtion ) with one Mr. 7b» Bear, who 15-now in a provavility ro be lickr mto 
ome form, and ſhape of Gentility, with Toons and Nr-1 ole Ford, what 
they take themſelves ro be, I know not; but I think their Gent!lity will fearce 
aſs for Currant Coyn in the Country where they live : The rett were the very 
Scum thereof,] a meer Cataimes Crew, whote Imployment did exactly Harmo- 
monize, agate wor with rheir Quality; for Durty F:/»ws or moſt fir for © 
Durty work. | Thirdly, Their Condition, which is Necefitous ( tor the preateſt 
parr of them )) a ſufficient Provocative, and (pur to thde Heroick Archieve- 
ments. Fourthly, The Head of this Informing Party the aboveſard Mr. F/;; 
Brty, or Bear ( as he writes afrer his Grand-/ather,, the Od Commtiti-man, 
who Uſurpt, and Aflum'd rhe Name of B-4r, which is the Name of another 
worſhipful Family in Devor, to dignific his own with ) of w9dm:/17, or Brays- 
romb ( as the(old Commettre-man denominared it from his New N.ime, Brur ) 
near Kjngsbride, this New-ſtampr Gentleman,-was the Caprain of, and had 
the honour tro:Condue this Peerleſs Parry, and Squadron : Of whoſe a@-þy;- 
ſtim, Ingeneroys, and Diſebliging deportment among his Neighbours, with ma- 
ny of his /ord74 Actions, you ſhall have a further and fuller Account, Fifthly, 
The manner of their coming which was with warſive Rage, B/[47n+ Fury 
Impet 145 Inſolency, Beating a Yourh in the way, whom they ſuppoſed vave 
warning to the People; to whom in a moſt ourragious manner,at ah they ap- 
proach, their Renowned and Gallant Leader, Mr. 70h» Beer, or P.:» ( hut ler 
us not deny, or grudg him the latter name, it being lo Congruous to his Na- 
tnre) his firſt Salution being : Where is that Dam'd Rog+r, ( meaning the ſup. 
poſed Miniſter!) others of them cried out, Rza- for your L795; which they 
did without any reſpe& to the People in the way : And tuch were their rude 
Ioctterations, and Exclamations, with their moſt foul Calumniations. rhar we!] 
might any have judg d ſome Be-4/4m-madnels to have poiſeſt them, or that hey 
were ſome 7artarian Troop, brought by an Inviſible hand thether. Ard wten 
they could nor [find the ſaid Miniſter, Mr. 7» Bear, Retreats; and Advatoinp 
towards ſeveral Gentle-woman ( whole Virtue 'and Modeſty, is well knc wn, 
and acknowledg'd in the Countcy where they live, by all, but tho e that j-ave 
reſpe& for, or value neither ) begur, Prodigiouſly to Curſe them, after this 
manner : The Plaguc tabe you, What have you dn with Hicks ? And then add; 
to it, Swearing by the moſt Sacred, and Terrible Name of the Supream )1.- 
i:fty: Tos bavs hid him under your The reſt of his words being {9 Obſcan 
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and Filthy, I ſhall break off with an Apoſoperis. 
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Ten Shillings ; who mildiy Replied, Do you want Money ? Whereupon the ſaid 
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Gorge Bear, the Brother, cuming to 3 young man, deminds of him 


» 
and Recoyls ; then GB. commands one. Lucas his Informing Brother ( a Fd- 
low of vait Dimenſions ) to Ecat him, with theſe words j Beat the Rogue 3 
who prenſcne!ly with a great Cudgel, moſt furiouſly and forcibly, him fc- 
veral Blows upon his Head, bruiſing it very much, and in all probabiliry had 
he not kept on his Kat, his Lifa had been endangered : Yerthe other took hi 
abuſe very patiemly, making not the leaſt refiſtance. Tho. Ford, a moſt buſze 


and ative Informer (having his Soul impregnated with ſuch © principles of 
matchileſs Magnanimity; thatone might £017 there was now a clear demon- 
ſtration of the M:t:mp/euci2ſis of Souls, that fome Heftors, or Scanderbegy, 


had tranſmigrated inte his Body ) with moſt Heroich , and 1n-1ncrble courage, 
chargeth three young 3 om2z, commanding them with moſt fierce Looks, and 
ahe Rays of higheſt Yaloxr, ſparkling through his rightly Ey:s, ro ſtand for 
their Lives, Minacing, and hremang moſt formidably, that he would run 
them thorow, if they would not ref where Hicks was 3 the words were ſo hike 
Thoxarring and Lightnerg, that they were ſtruck into Cenſtrrnation, and fore 
of them through fear Farnted, and fell down : If Ne Hercnies contra anos, 
\W har a rare Son of Mars was here, that durſt Encounter with three at OnNCes 
Certaitly cn Army of; ſuch men would have been fignally Serviceable to his 
Met: By, when the Datch came firſt up to Chatham, when all the Sons of Bacchus, 
and Yes, gave a clear Demonſtration by their Pannich fear, how little of 
Mars was in them ; no doubt if he had been then Imploy d, he would haye 
merircd Immarral honour, | And to conclude this, when rheſe Informers were 
rogcriier, nothing could ſcarce be heard but whole Yoleys of Oths, with a 
moſt exccravle Eructation, and Evomition of Curſes, mſomauch that one 
would have thought fr/ernal SMtrits had made uſe of Crrportal Organs, Some 
of than were (a5 the two Informing B::7s ) upon Convifion by Mr. Baſtard, 
of G4r{ton, puniſhr according to Law, for Swcaring. 
Jane the 12:4, thelt 1nformers, with treſh A1r!/iarrrs, and an Addition to 
their Number, in a very Hoſtile manner, came imto the Town of Kjngbrrdg, 
and when they were rear Mr, Hicks his Houſe, they drew their Swords, ro the 
Terrour ol ſome of the Inhabitants that were wirhin view. thereof, and ut.cn 
haſten ro his Rcu'c to beſct it 3 the bertcr ro e7e& which, they violently, and 
furiouſly, broke openh's next Neighbours Street-door, and then ſome of tem 
run thorow his Entry, and Garden, and Leaping over tte Hedg, carre to Mr. 
H. his Pack-door, hk they might forcibly keep in the People ( which they - 
ſuppoſed were there } till a |Zzſt;c£ of Prace came, and Ap d the ſaid Mr. 
4. ; wincha few days before, one of the Infurmers Cand that G:orge Bar, fi 
I miſlake nor) ſaid Fiftcen of rhem had engag'd ro the Biſtop of Exvr, to do. 
Now let the Reader know that theſe Informers came ( as they did the Sabbath- 
day bctore ) thus Arm'd with Swords, and Fiſtols, without any Warrant or 


Authority from any Juſtice of Peace, and without any Officer with them; the 


Peopic therefore knowing there was ne Authori:y ro Reſtrain, and Deprive 
them of rheir Liberty, relolyed ro go ont art the Eack-Co:m, were they found 


Ole 
p 
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one Joon Lucds, a Carpenter, with a Piſtol in his hand Cockr, and preſented ty 
them C which Lucas was bound to the Pz2ce, or Good Behaviour, tar Beating 
the man the Lords-day before, of which an Account is given ) yet thus they 
Arm him j when the Piſtol was firft given lim, he quickly and ipeedily, run to 
the Back-door of Mr. H. his Houle, and then returning haſtily again, cry'd our 
to his Informing Brothren, Tonder are the Rogsts: Bur then taid, rat jhal 1 
Ao with this Piſtol, there 15 nathing tn it 5 Upon which words, one of the [n- 
formers was ifen to deliver lum fomerhing, whichhe pur into ae Filtol, and ha- 
\ted towards the Back-door again, ſaying ; Now 1 am fitted /or the Rogats: And 
when he ftood art the Door, he was (urther heard to threaten, that he wouhkd 
Piſtol choſe chat came forth ; which cauſed two of the Company ( viz. Ntchoia2s 
Huxom?, and fobn Lt::! ) ro diſarm him, to prevent his fving Miſchief (tor 
he thar had beaten one the Sabbath before, might kill another now ) which when 
they had done, ſeveral of the Informers caine, as Mr. 6-4 Bear, his Brother 
Georges, the lfaliant Tom Ford, &c to juſtifie him in breaking of the Peace, aid, 
with drawn Swords, and cockt Piſtols, they puriue ſome Perſons, threatning to 
kill them : | One of them {ct his point of his naked Rapicr to the Breatt of a Wo- - 
man ( who faith, ſhe rhinks it was George Bear ) uttering Bloodily, and Earba- 
rouſly theſe words : Toox 1mpudent Fade, or damin'd whore, I could find in my 
heavt to Kun thtg thorow, and} I ſhould do it, I ſhould ao God good (trite, The 
ſaid George Bray, (er the point of his Rapier to the Breaſt of Nicth)/as Hrame, 
and Swore; he would Run him thorow. Likewiſe Walt'y Camprir (of wheote 
prodigious: Perjuries hereafrer ) a Blacks mith in Dadbroob, near Kjngioridg, 
Seiſed a young man in the Streer ( who had been long Sick before, and had Ke- 
covercda little ſtrength now to come Abroad ) and commands him to go along 
with him; which he refuſing to do, he forcibly Drags him along ;, the other 
demanding Warrant of him for ſo doing, he took a Piſtol our of his Pocker, 
and told him that was his /arrant, threatning no leis than death to him. Ano- 
ter.of rhem highly and terribly threatened a young Woman, bruiſing her Arms 
, *©y a forcibly Hailing, and Pulling her along, whereby ſhe was much Aﬀrighted, 
and whercof ſhe much complained. Theſe-are ſome of their brutiſh Carri- 
gcs, and ſavage Attions at that time. After which, Job» L1cas ( who was 
difara'd ) to be reveng'd, accuſed ſeveral for beating him, whereot 1; 1m 
G:lb:rd, of Kjngsoride, was one 3 accordingly a Warrant was granted by Mr. 
1%, upon the Oath that the ſaid Lyc2s had raken, to Convene the ſaid 1. G. 
betorc hin 5 who when he appear'd in obedience to the ſame, Lycas acknow- 
ledged he was miſtaken, after he had thus ſworn againſt him. . When rhe $:/a3»s 
caine, L1-#s who was Bound over to them, makes his Appearance ; but rhe 
Judg of the Seffions, Mr. C:r:w, would rake no notice of his Breaking rhe Peace, 
but ſhametully Acquits him, Juitines him in what he did, highly Canntenances 
him; the Cr4, 07 the Peace refuſed to take any Fees of him, whereby all Er- 
couragement was given him, and the reſt of the Fraternity, outragioutly to 
Abuſe at their will and plcalurc. - ſuch as are called Conventiclers, and Fanrtichs, 
and though this was ſo V-tor7»»54 Ri9t, according to the Laws of Ergl117, ver 
rhe leaſt Norice was not taken of ir. Had a Hzathen feen with whar Part/ality, 
and Favour towards one Party, all things were managed, and with grcar Ri- 
gour, lajuſtice, and Cruelty rowards the other (that is, thoſe whom L445 

B fa,tly 


« ſpeaking ſome Sedirious words, whom Mr. Car:w w 


he did notthe particular place ) and then leaves the Lane, to go into a Fiel 
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falſly accuſed for beating him; and one 77i!li2m Maſh as wrongfully, for 


Id ror give any time to 
provide Slireties for the good Behaviour, but Commanded with a moſt ſtern 
Countenance, and in a moſt wrathful manner , which ſhew'd how much his 
mm was fill'd,” ard envenomed with Envy and Malice, the Jaler preſently ro 
rake him ) he muſt needs have Cry'd out, that certainly Chriſtianity Eradicates, 
and deſtroys commou Equity, Here the very Scum ot the Countkcy, the moſt 
abje& Fellows, and Drs of Mankind, were by Mr. C:r:w, ſuffered ro Tarr, 
Vlifie, and fer ar naught ſome Juſtices upor, the Be7, as Mr, H:/e, and Mr. 
Baſtard (being lookt upon as Favourits of Fa1.4tic4s, and Lecauſe they would 
not Oppreſs cheir Neighbours; but more concerning them in the ſubſequent 
part of the Narrative) as if they had not been worthy co »7p- their Shooes: No 
Check, or Controul was given them, bur all was heard with much ſeeming de- 
light, and Complacency. Here _— Informer was ſuFercd to talk, as if he 
had been a Juſtice of Peace, or a Perſon of greateſt Honour. Among the reſt 
the Magnanimous Tom Ford, taking his place upon the B:7/, aloud aſkr Licas, 
if he wanted any Money, he ſtould have encugh : And becauſe L 1:25, after he 
had taken a puſitive 04th, that w1/t2m G:ibrrd bear him, acknowledg 'd his 
krrour. Tom Ford, in open Court, aloud, further reld him ( that he might 
be ſure not to Err the! ſecond time) that if he that Beat him had Black Hair, 
then it was #7//:am G:{berd, bur if he had Yellow Hair, it was Ric5h»rd his Bro- 
ther (as if Black and Yelluw, pur a. CharaReriſtical difference berwixt them, 
and a!l other men_) whereupon Lucas at a venture, (wore it was Richard that 
beat him, which was notoriouſly falſe ; and this gi po Oath was raken, and 
the ſa'd Ri:hard was Bound over to two Afſizes, of which there is yer a fuller 
Narrative to COME, : 

' Two Lords-days more, v7. Ju: the rgth, and 26th, theſe Informers hunt 
cazerly, bur could find no Game, ill Zu/ythe 34. when Mr. George Reynel was 
retara'd into the Countrey, aud then to work they go Early inthe Mournin 
having the freſh Scent of a Conventiclein their Noſes at Lriuckham-hill-h:a9, near 
S$«!comb, inthe Pariſh of Malboaroxgh, thether therefolte they repair with all the 
{trength they could make, being abour Twenty , or Thirty Horſe and Foor, 
Arm'd, Swearing they would have Hr&s if he were above ground: As they 
were going to the place, rhey overrook a Young-man of Krngsbridg; of whom 
Mr. Reyne!, demanded where the Meeting was: He replied, He knew not ( S 
which Mr. Reynel (ceing, quickly Diſmounts, and ran after him; whom over- 
taking ( moſt well belominire Tullice of Peage ) he Bcat him with his Horſe- 
whip, the Stripes whereof left their Marks and Prints behind them upon his 
Bz:k, and Shouldiers, When they came near the place, where they ſuppoſed 
the Meeting was, they divided themſelves into two Squadrons, thinking by thar 
means to Encompatfs the Miniſter, and People, and rake them all in a Net at 
once, but when they cane, they found only ſome few in the Circumjacent 
Fields; then they Rode fiercely abour, Seing moſt Impertuous, and Eager in 
the Chaſe, and Purſuite of Mr. HA, ( though he had ſtolen neither Gold nor Sl- 
ver) Mr. Reyrel offered Ten Pound, or a good Sum of Money to one man, 
3t ue wou'd diſcover where he was, and demands of another to tell him, who 


7 


| (11) | 
being lene, he cither ordered, or ſuffered one of his Attendants ( I thirk 
his own Servant ) to Bear him, which was Inhumanly done, with a Cud- 
gel : Then meeung with a third Perion, who upon demand, retnied ry make 
Diicuvery of Mr. H. and bcing unwilling to go along with them, one of the 
Company ( wherher by the Order of the Julttice, or no, I cannot certam- 
iy tell ) -Knockt him down, and then two of them, whereof the Perjured 
Cympanion was one 3 drag 'd him along ſeveral Paces like a Dog, by the Heels, 
which pur the man to great pain ( he having nor long before broke his Leg ) 
which Exrtortecd outcrys, and complaints trom him, a young m4 beny 
near him, bid him be of good comtorrt, and not fear, tor God would be with 
him (or words to that purpoſe |) this wretched Coampron hearing her lay l0,ct- 
deavoured to bring her into trouble : Saying to the Juſtice, H:irb what 42 
/a1th 7 She faith the Devil is with us, and God is with them ; bur ſome cf 
their own Company wienelled the truth, and contradifted him : Thew faith he, 
if ſhedaid not fo, ſhe meant ſo. Then after they had ſpent two or three 
hours in making a diligent ſearch in Fields, Houſcs (ome whereof they vio- * 
lently broke into, without demanding any entrance, or having a denial give! 
them ) Orchards, Gardens, &-. for Mr. 1. and had wearicd out themielv<s 
thev depart z but Conviction was made of a Cenventicle, Twerty Pound 15 
Le+icd for Preaching, though it could never be proved ; many did ſuier, 
though they never knew their Accuters, which is ujual ; and commonly there 
's no other|Evidcice to ground, and botrome a Covittion upon, but what 
is given by Itormers. And how Unreaſonable, Unwariantable, and Ik- 
gal this 1s,Ict all Engliſhmen, yea, and the world judg, (ceing they are Parties 
to much concerned. | | 
Now Mr. 8:.:r (the Head of the Informers) expetts ſome confiderable Re- 
ward for his good Service done his Majeſty, and the Church, as he accounts 
ir, he writes, thereitre to the Biſhop of Exon ( as he had done ſometimes 
befure, declaring his (evyera! Services for the Church, his Endeavour ro bring 
ro Condignepuniſhinent all direnters from her) to acquaint him he had now- 
deac what heicovid in thar fingle Ca22-ztyhe was in, hoping to arrive at ſome 
higher p.c11 | Honour 3, tie Merze of his Zeal, and illuſtrious Archieve- 
nents, m 115own eſteem, challenging no leſs than the reward of being made 
a 7:tie of P:4:t: Which if he were inveſted with the Authority of, he 
promniferh him with what Vigour, and Aivity, he would Ruine, or Reduce 
ro due Ovediene, the Churches Enctzics. The Biſhop perceiving him to 
be a Prompt and Att.ve Ty4vg man, ro promore the H:erarchical Intereſt, 
and having had Ample expericnice of his icorning to ſtick at the breaking of 
any Law, or commurting the foul: ſt Riors to adyaiice the ſame. He had no 
reaſon eo lulpect his Com.zrde/*, if lie could per him Advanc'd to a Juſtice- 
ſ1:;p, n AV CNenring Soul, Bats, jCorr1en it, ET urs and all, for the preſer- 
vation there "ft HC therefore 9citirs amet to Qt lum into the Commit!:on 
of Peace, wich alter much dichculry by tlie Arcih-Biſhop, and the Earl of 
Bi: he cfteted. One might indeed have thought, that in good time there 
would tave becn a probauliy of hi, Advencemear ro the Drgree of a Hu!- 
ared, or 4:44 Con 26.2, Hurfew or none judg'd him worthy of a higher Dig- 
nity, con{idering the Iaferiority of bs COeſs che Inconfiderableneſs of 
? 2 » 


bis 
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bis Eftate, being as his Neighbours ( that Know it well) affirm, ar the ur- 
moſt but 200 Pound: ptr axyx47, our of which he pays his Fath+r, his Bro- 
ther G:0rg7, and two Siſters, ſuch Annuities, that he cannor have much 
moxe than 55 pound ptr aLnum to maintain, and lupport the Grande of a 
Tuſtice. Irs known hkewiſe he is Indebted, being a Borrower of Money ; 
How fit is he for his/preſent Preferment, and capable of ſuch an Advance- 
ment, let all true Fg{:/þ ſouls judg ? I know no other realon why his Fe!- 
low- 7:(tices fo much ſcorn and ditdain him, why none of them, nor any 
other G:nt!eman at the chief Sheriffs Table rhe laſt 4/#275, thought him wor- 
thy to be Drunk to , which was but /»wer Sauce, | believe, to his ſweet 
Mear, and enough to hinder the good Concodtion thereof, Bur however, 
though he that was fo lately rhe Head of the Informers, be now lookt upon 
bur as the Taz! of F-[tices, yer he is reſolved ro make his Neighbours, and 
the F411 4:ichs to know his Authority forthwith therefore he begins ro di- 
play its powerful Beams, the ſcorching Hear whereof, he makes the Con- 
venticlers ſufficiently rofcel, but Excentrich to all Law, as the following In- 
ſtances will moſt clearly Demonſtrate. 

To begin then with his firſt Conviftion of a Conventicle held at Linchham- 
Hil-H:49, the 25:4, of |F-ly, 1570, which he expreſt in his Warrant to 


- the Conſtables for Diſtreis, was grounded. upon the Oaths of two or more 


Witnelles, bur who theſe were is unknown 3 no Perſon being Convicted in 
rhe preſence of his: Accuſers, nor Summoned to appear before his Worſhip, 
ro hear whar was |Evidenced againſt them, or what they could plead for 
rhemſclves, till the Warrants avere gramed for Levying Fines, to the Value 
ef Twenty Four Pounds Ten Shillings, upon fix Perſons by Diſtreſs, with- 
out making Demand of| the Money. Befides (ſeveral other Diſtreſſes, rhar 
I forbear ro mention, which the Sufterers groan under, they being ſo Unrea- 
ſonablc,. and their Goods fold fo much under Value. Alſo, they were able 


' ro prove themſclves elſewhere tke 25th, of 7aly, which when Mr. Bear un- 


deritood, he gave the Conſtables new Warrants to keep the ahove-mention'd 
Sums for the 34. of 7«/y, commanding them to return the Money to ſome 
whoſe Goods they had taken, ard under-ſold : The Conſtables therefore of 
Kingsbriag, bring to Mr. John Hirgſon, Seven Pound Ten Shills, which was 
Levied cn him: Ke told them they had no Money, but Goods from him, 
which if they would bring back again, its likely he might receive them ; 
whereori one of the Conſtables rhrew down the Money on his Table, and 
the other ca*chr it up by a ſecond Warrant, he not receiving it, and the firſt 
Warra:s Mr. B..:7 hath ſince forced from the Conſtables. 

Another ConviRion of his was as followeth : Mr. Toober, a Non-conform- 
ing Miniſter, living in the Pariſh of 1*/t-4/rz»gton, m the County of Devon, 
having three Gengle-viomen at his Houſe on a Sabbath-day ( who vifired 
his Wife, being much affiited for. the death, by drowning at Sea, of her 
Son and only Child) Prayed with them, it being in the Afrernoon when 
there was no Miniſter at the Pariſh Church; and while he was engag'd in 
this Chriſtian Work, and Duty, come Lucas, Campion Arnel, with Leech 
(the Apoſtate, and 71s) all of the Informing Crew, with ſome others, 
and beſet the. Houſe, to ſec that none ſhould. pals in or out, while they ſent 


| ( Tt ) | | 

for the ConKables, and Church-wardens of the Pariſh, before whoſe coming, 
one of the Gentle-womends Servants came with a Horſe to carry her home, 
bur ſceing the Houſe beſer returned again immedimely 3 and when they 
cane, the Doors were prelently opened to them, who emring the Houle 
made a gencral icarch, the Intormers alſiſting them, bur fou:1d not ore Per- 


ſon beſides the three aforeſaid Genrlewomer, aid the Family ; this highly. 


diſcontents, and enrugeth the Informers, becauſe they nuffed of rheir cx- 
peed Prize, and Prey. However, they iaid, this ſhould nor ſerve thcir 
turn, bur they would make a Conventicle of the three Gentle-womens be- 
ng there; Accordingly they immediately repaired to the New Informing 
74{ti:* Bear, and acquainted him ; that thqugh there were but chree Perfons 
in the Houle beſides the Family, yer there was a Seryant of one of the Gen- 
the-womers, who came Riding therher, and Mr. Bet! Bz/tard ( who hear- 
ing thar the Informers were there, came to the Houſe tro ſee what they did, 


 atthough not until the Cthcers had fearchr the Houſe and were gone ) 
with Zo/eph Tripe, who was then walking in his 6wn Ground, where it was 


ner poſhble for him to hear any thing that was ſpoken in the Houſe, and the 
Informers were berwixt him ard the Houle likewiſe, att this Mr, Bear 
judg'd ro he Votorionvs Evidence, and Circumſtance of Fad ſufficient to make 


- ir a Conventicle ; and accordingly the next Morning ( without ſending for 


any of the Perſons complain'd of, to hear what they could fay for them- 
ſelves ) grants his Warrants for a eugene of Mr. Toobry for 30 Pound, and 
Foſeph Trzp2 for 10 Pound; the Officers of the Pariſh the ſame day, came 
ro Mr, Toobers Houſe, and the Informers with them, wirhour being requi- 
red, or commanded, who pulled and Tore down all the Goods in his 
Houſe ; and ſuch was the Inmanity, and Inhumaniry of theſe Kip 4ciows 
Harpics, and Voracious Birds of Prey (1 mean the Informers ) that they 
did not only Seiſe his Beds, and Bedclothes, but the poor Childrens Wear- 
ing-clothes, and the very Vicuals that was in the Hos. whey lefr no Corier 
or Place they covld find unſearcht, for Money ; neither his Pockets, nor 
the Fleſh-Tubs, Pigs-pailes, all forts of ' Bortles, nor yet the very Cloſe- 
ſtool (as if rhe cyacuared Excrements of Fanatichs, could be converted 
into Com, or were rich Builion, however theſe New-Gol7-Fr7yd/vs judg'd 
that ſomerhing more precious, and Odoreferous a P.avre29ft mighr drop frum 


; them, thanother perſons _) ten Shillings rhey ſtole, bat who was the par- 


ricular perſon that did ir, 1 know not ; but this| I know, that one of the 
principal Aftors among them was fb Bear, or Buy (who by a Nick-name 
1s called Coby Bear in the Countrey ) a Coutin of the New Juſtices, thar 


had ſufficienly experienced the Pinches of Poverry, before he rook up. 


this moſt Ditgraccful, Informing Trade, and now he with the reſt, hive 
upon the Spoyl of the Contrey. t 

7-[-p Tripe, having his Goods deſtrain'd, immediately repairs to Juſtice 
Bear, and acquaints him that he was fo far from coming to Mr. 790-15 Houſe, 
as that he ſhund and eſtranged. himſelf from it ( there heing x Sute in Law 
berwixt him, and Mr. T2obr7, upon her former Husbands account )) and fur- 
ther prov'd, that he was within us. Houſe all that day, until that time thar 
wc Informers came, Mr, Bevil Baſtard, and the Gentle-womans Servant 
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Prove the (ame ;, upon which, Mr. Bear diſmiſt them, and fer tt cir Goed 
4, Liberty (Mr. 7»obers being much Spoiled, and Damnifted |) bur he had 
Not his Money again, which was ſtolen from him ; and becaute Mr. Toober, 
about half a year after, complained of the dammage dore to his Goods, 
Ard that he had reaſon ro have Satisfattion for it, Mr. Bear grants a nei 
Warrant to Scile all his Goods, and in caſe no Goods could be found, then 
fo Apprehend his Perſon ; which Necefinates, and Enforceth Mr. 7ooler ro 
Diſperic his Fanuly, and berake himſelf ro a Wandring Life, ro avoid his 
Impli:ub!: Wrath and Malice. : : 

September the 11th, This Gorings Crew, or Plundererys, went to Mr. Burd- 
w-:0ts Houſe (a Non:conformiſt _) inthe Pariſh of Maib»rough, where they 
found him finging a Plalm with four of his Neigbours, befides his own Fa- 
mily; and having a Ma/tiff-Dog withoht! at the Door, he Barks at them, a 
Girle living near, perceiving this, fers pn the Dog (it's likely underſtanding 
chat though theſe. were nor of the fame Species, or Kind with the Dog, yer 
that they were of the ſaine Diſpoſition ) which the People of the Houſe 
hearing, preſently call off, and opening, the Door ro let um in, the Girl 
being aftrighred, enters in too, and the Informers with her, even upon her 
Heels ; and this Mr, B:2r makes a ſuthcient Ground and teafon, ro proceed 
on to a Conviion of a Conventicls ( notwithſtanding that one of the In- 
formers did acknowledg, that the Girl went in when rhe Door was opencd, 
ro the Dog ) ke Levieth therefore Twenty Pound upon Mr. Byrawood for 
his Houſe, Twenty Pound more for Preaching, and Five Shillings for cach 
of the reſt. One Cc /wel of Eyngsbridge, Black-ſmith, owing Mr. Burawood 
Three Pound, :had a Warcant fent him from this New 74:ce, requiring him 
ro detain the Money in his hand, which he through fear did ; another War- 
rant he ſent to the Conſtables of Coriwordy, for the Seifing of an Eſtate 
which Mr. 3.:>4wood had there, if rhey;found it Chartel for Lives, or Years, 
April the 234. of this preſent Year, Leech (the Z:das) and Arne his Bro- 
rher Informer ( two'expert and confiderable $:7?ivg Dogs, that Mr. Bear is 
the Maſter of }) Hunt about the Countrey for Game, both for their Maſter, 
and themſclves, and art laft they came to a Farmers houſe, in a Village cal- 
led L*igh, i the Pariſh of Moad,ry, abour Five or Six Miles diſtant, from 
rhe place where they live; and ſeeing ſome perſons paſs into the Farmers 
Yard ( it bcing the Forenoon ) one of them ſtops at the Houſe to wa: ch, 
the other went to call the Othcers of the Pariſh, who came with all peſitble 
ſped to the Houſe, and narrowly Searchrt jr, but found not cone per.or. in 
the Houſe, or avout jt, befides the Family belonging to it (arid the truth 
is, the people only paſſed through the Courr, and went to ſome other place, 
or about their Occaſions cllewhere, while rhe Farmer was Prayigp with his 
Family ) Nevertheleſs, the Conſcierices of theſe Informers were ſo prodi- 
gioully Dcvaucht, and Cauteriz'd, that they took their Oaths before Mr. 
Bear, and Mr. Brxter, that they ſaw a great uumber of perſons go into the 
Houſe, and that rhere was at that time a great Number there. Mr. B:.z7, 
whd called his Neighbour Juſtice Brton, to affiſt him ( one ready enough 
for ſuch an undertaking ; which makes the Fanaticks in thoſe parts, ſom«- 
times beholden to the rude Bayliffs. 


Goes 
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Goes out of his own Divifton ro Execute the Law ; comes therefore 
to. M1d5w } a day or rwo after, and makes a Warrant to this purpoſe, That 
whereas they are Credibly Informed, that now there 7s 2 Conventicle at /ucb 2 
place, theſe are therefore, &c, The Informers accompany rhe Officers ro the 
Farmers houſe ( this Lye being forg'd and fram'd ro attain their end) and 
violently Break open the Doors ( there nor being one perſon within ) and 
enters the Houſe , which when they had done, rhe Informers ſhew'd the 
Cthcers another Warrent immediately to rake Diſtreſs 3; ro work therefore 
hey go, and empry the mans Houſe of all his Goods, kaving him ncither 
Bed, Por, | nor Pan, Diſh nor Spoon ; they took away his S:der, and fold ir 
for about Four Shillings a Hogs-head ( as they did all other things at an un- 
der Value) and I hear likewiſe his very Fewel, which was for the Twenty 
Pound that was Levied upon him, by which the poor man is almoſt, if nor 
utterly undone. Should I write all the unjuſt, and Illegal ves, of this 
(by an 4/tiphrzfis ) Juſtice Bray, ir would make theſe few Sheets (well to a 
conſiderable Volumn : However I will Epiromize a few more befcre I have 
faniſhed this Narrative, and bring them within as narrow a Compals as I can, 
that it may be known how much his Myeſty is abus'd, and Jiſhonour'd by 
ſuch Oppreſling, and 2mpty Perſons z who only Proſtiture Authority ro Con- 
remprt, and Gratihe a ſingle particular Inter: ?, which will eh Row r00 
narrow a Bafts for our-vat Struture, and too weak a Leg for our great and 
Bulby Body Palitich, ro ſtand long up. | | 

I have in! the preceding part of this Narrative, told the Reader cf Fiftcen 
Informers c or very near the Number) who as /9linteers, Invaded, and Be- 
fer ma myſt Hoſtile manner Mr. H. his tloute at Kj1gsbridg, rhe 12th. of Zawe, 
1570. Among whom, there was one f7ohn Lycas, who ſtood at: the Back- 
door with a! Piſtol, threatning ro Kill any thar come out, which was rhe 
cauſe why he was Diſarmed, being bound before to the Peace, or good Be- 
haviour, and deporting himſelf ſo Minaciouſly, withour any Authority. 
This Lucas, inthe Month of D'cembrr* laſt Sickned, and Died the beginning 
of F.11uary;\ when he was Dead, his Informing Brethren Mr. Bezr, and the 
ret, threaten thar ſome ſhould tuffer for Murdering him. Mr. H. the latter 
end of A-gy/t, leaves the Countrey about Eighteen Weaks, and near the 
time that the ſaid L'-«s died, his Adverfaries conje&ur'd, he was returnad 
in D:v»19, They reiolved to raake him guilty of this horrid Murder, as they 
reported it to be (though while L*:4s was well, and in healrh, he never 
Accuſed himifor Beating, or Aſſaulting him ar rhe time ſpoken of, or any 
rime after) Z-ſt:ce B:2r being rerurn'd from the Se/ſp"1e, preſemly enquires 
into the pretended bloody Fat. Ly: 4s his wWiddew, ſhe ſwears beforc him 
( who was then the Head of this Informing party ) that when he lay upon 
his Sick-bed, | he (aid that Mr, H. came out in the Head of Threeſcore men 
( or near that Number ) and Knockt him down, and that Eighr perſons 
inore, viz. Mr. B:uil Baſtard, Mr, Henry Lbe, willham and Richard Gilberd, 


\ 


Mcrrig ame, 7 bn Ly:ch, Nicholes H1«xome, and 7)hn Bowen, fcll up- 


on him, and Beat him ſo cruelly, rhar he was never well after, hurt gradually 
' Languiſhr, which was rhe cauſe of his Sickneſs, and fo of his Death; her 
Faher &;'!aid ( a Fellowthat L4745 was heard to ſay, net long before he 

| : ell 
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fell ſick, would for a Groat betray, or take away any mans Life, or words 
to that purpole)) Swears that when he was ſtripr, there were the Impreſſions 
of the Blows, which he called $:rpes, upon his Back 3 this being done, 
Juſtice Bear grants; forth his Warrants to Apprehend all chele Perſons upon 
Suſpition of Murder ; they all yicld themielves, but Mr. H. ( who was not 
at home, nor hath been for many Months ) Mr.-Bar refuled ro Bay] them, 
though the Calc will admir thereof, to the Goal therefore they muſt go 
rhe Mittimaſſes of ſome of them were made, bur two other Z-/tzces did 
Bay! them, either not being fo 1g107axt of the Law, or not fo Z1licrons as 
himſelf, Now though this Juſtice and the reſt of rhe Informers confidenely 
Reporr, and Aﬀſert, that this was a moſt Bloody, and Baroar0us Murder, yer 
rhey Bury him, never endeavouring, and it 5 likely never intending, to have 
him C-own'd ; a Coroner indeed came not long after, bur did nor his Of- 
fice ( I will not confidently avere that Mr, 8:47, or any other, did tamper 
with him privately ro be gone, knowing that no Stripes would be found upon 
his Back. ) But the Accuſed knowing their own pure, and ipotlels Innocen- 
cy, were Telolv'd to have him Crown'd, and accordingly lent for a Coroner, 
who cane and Executed his Office according to Law, When his Jury was 
Impanel'd witneſſes on both fides, with Impartiality were Examined, Lycas 
his Widdow, and her Facher ſwore as before the Juſtice ( except as ſome 


| ſay ſhe accuſed nor. Mr. H.) ro whom was added a new Wirnels, fohn Bear 


C a Fellow thar nor long before took an Oath before a- Juſtice of Peace, thar 
Mr. 72 Tvip: of Kj1gslridg, was at a Conventrcle, when he was fick ar 
home )who ſwore that going with Lucas to find a Convents. {7,he Riding and the 
other walking on Foot; and not holding pace with him, he atked him the 
reaſon why he could go no faſter. To whom he replied : He was never welt 
fince he was Beaten at Mr. H. his Houſe. After the Evidence of theſe three 
was taken, then were Witneſſes for the A4ccy/ed Examined 3 who were firſt 
his own Natural Parents, irs well known in the Countrey where they Live, 
that there was much Love betwixt theſe and their Son, that he was very dear 
ro them ; intomuch that his Aﬀe&tionate Mother, from the Inrenſneſs and 
Strength of her Love, when her Son was taken our of the Grave, after he 
had purrified there a full Formight,Embrac'd h:1in(as it by her own warm Bo- 
ſome, ſhe wou!d haye Reanimared, or given him a ſecond Life, or breath'd 
her owninro him ; yea, ſhe abundantly wept over him, as if with a Flood 
of her own 7e4rs, ſhe would have wy 6 away the Filth, and Corruption of 
his Body ) Certainly then if they had Apprchended, or SuſpeRted rhete 
Perſons, or any other to have ſhed his Blood, they could not have been back. 
ward to proſecute them but they being convinc't of the contrary, they 
Valumathy rake their 0.:ths that ro their Apprechenfion, their Son was as 
Healthful, Strong, and Lively from the 12th. 'of F+2:, to rhe time he f1ck- 
ned, as ever they knew him, that rhey never heard him complain of any of 
the Accuſed doing him wrong, or hurt : They further Sware, that al} the 
time of his Sickne(s, they never heard any complaint of this Nature, and 
rhar they did believe in i.cir Conſciences he had no wrong, ortharm done 
him by the Perſons Accuſed; and for the Stripes upon his Back that Kz{and 


ſwareto, they did judg them nothing but Strikes made with the folding of his 
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Shirt, and Waſt-coat, lying much upon h's Back. Arother Witrels was , \ 
his Phiþt14n, who Atteſtcd upon Oath, that he died of a Putrid Ecaver , © 
A third thar gave Evidence, was a Fellow-workman with him, who did 
Swear that the next day after this pretended Beating was, he care to work 
with him, | and he aſked him if he was Hurt by Beating the day before? and. 
he anſwered, No ; And further he Witneſſed, that he wrought with him 
Seven Weeks together, and that ell the time he did his Work ( being 2 
Carpenter )| as Luſtily, and Lively, as ever he knew him to- periorm 1. 
william March (who is lately Dead, but while he Liv'd, was known, and 
approved to bean Honeſt man, and Peaceabvle man, by all his Neighbours ) 
had not Providence prevented his coming, would as he nterided, haye 
raken hs Oath, thar he, being next Neighbour to Lu-4s, heard him rhe 
Evening of the ſame Day in which it's ſaid he was Beaten, (peak theie 
words, as he was walking in his Garden with another man : T4! b* had no 
more bart than himſelf;, when he aſked him the Queſtion, whether or ro, 
he was fs Beaten, And further rold him, They did, or might Strike orc 
another ; hurt rhey could not Strike him they ſtood fo thick : This, 177641 m 
March often while he Lwed, affirm'd ro be a Truth ; but though he was 
now wanting to give in ſuch material Evidence. Yet the former with þ.25- 
b:ry Caw/:1s, who (being Mr. H. his next Neighbour ) was in her own 
Court, or Garden, a Spe&ator at that time, was ſo Pertinent, Demonſtra- 
tive, and Sartisfattory, thaz there was no need of any more. 'S 
Eviderice therefore being thus given on both ſides, the Jury Advile, and ; 
Conſult together, what Verdi& to bring in ; the far greater part preſently 
concurred in their Judgments, that Lycas died a Natural Death ; Three or 
Four diſſented from the reſt, which cauſed a Debate,and Things tobe Argued 
Pro and Co?, ſeveral Hours : Then one Mr. For4 ( who hath good Judgment 
and Skill in Chirargiry ) being a Juror, declared his Opinien 3; That it 
Ly: 2s had Sicxned, and ied of any Blows that: was given him fo long be- 
fore, they muſt have Impoſtumared before that rime, and this gave gereral 
Sar'sfaction : Sothe /7:rard of the Jury was, that he dicd a Natural death, 
by the 11/;f«!791n of God. | ON 
NotwichRanding this Scarch is not only the. Morral, but Imfnortal ha- | 
ted and malice of this Juſtice Bezy againſt Mr. 17. That abour three Weeks 
ater he grants forth a H4: and Cry, to purſue him for Wiiful murder ; when 
his 4: fi": fafy couid ror reach him ary other way :: Ard thovgh by Vertve 
of his Warrants, , h's Houſe had hcen Scarclt for him feveral times before, 
yet now he r reſvived to mate rhorow work (-iuppoting him to he 1m that 
Counrey, when he was not!) on 4 $4turd.:y Night therefore about Ten a 
Ciocs, came the Conſtavics of Kings: ty, with mott of the Informers for 
their Guard, and ma:1y others, to the Numvcr of near Thirty Perſons, and 
Eeiers his Houſe 3 to whom his Wite opencd the Doors, a ſtr:& Search then 
they make for h'm : One of the Confſtal)ic: commanded to Stab any tar 4 
ſoul [ eo qur (4 Feliow lately pur into that Otfice by Mr. Bray, who was _ 
rever iudg A at tor it, or capaie of it before ) but nat finding him tl cre, 
key wade !a_ furrher Scarch, very diligcs.ly all that Night in the Te wn, 
d'{turping matiy Familics 3 and among the reſt, they re virc {ume Lal ers 
| CG to 
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co open their Doors ( though no doubr they expected him not to be ſhelrer'd 
in their Houſes, as the Sequel declares, from whom he had mer with ſo much 
Diſturbance, and |Oppoſicion in Preaching ) and when rhey were gor in, 
they violently rook away their Goods. The Sabbath-day in the Morning 
early, they leave Kjngsbridg, and go to Weſtaiiington, where a Search was 
made in ſome Gentlemens Houfes, but ro no purpoſe; from thence they pro- 
cecd ro Mrlton Pariſh, from ir to. H«ghes, fo to Saicomb, thus they ftpent 
the Sabbath: And after they had by their great Labouriouſneſs, and Diligence 
ryred themſclves, they gave over, no: finding, their Prey, having Searohr 
near Thirty Houſes : How unwearted, and implacable is Malice, how fweer 
1s. Revenge ? Ill | 

When the Afﬀizes begun at Exon, the cight Perſons ſpoken of before, ac- 
cording torheir Recognizance, made their Appearance, and the Grand Fury 
devared the findmg of the B:Y of Murder againſt them, which continued 
trom 1 2«4e/4ay, or Thyr/day, till Munday ( when the Afizes were nearly 


_ concluded )) the Gentlemen being divided Thirtcen againſt Twelve; the 


greater Number were for finding it an 1gnoramss, bur the Twelve were for 
finding B:llz Vera. Now the Reafor, why there was ſuch a Number for it, 
was in all probability ſome Under-hand dealing with the Under-Sheriff, 
Mr. N:rman in Exon 3 for Sir John Davy, the chief Sheriff of the County, 
had ſent a Liſt of ſuch Gentlemen to Mr. Norma#, as he defir'd the Grand 
Fry ſhould-confit of, with Orders ro warn them ; bur he nor liking what 
111s Maſter had done ; withour acquainting him with ir, rakes upon him to 
alter his Liſt, leaving our whom he pleaſed, and Warning ſuch in their ſtead 
as he judg'd more fir, and ſuch as he knew would gratifie rhe Malice of the 
others, whatever it did his own. Notwithſtanding therefore, all the care of 
char Honourable Perſon Sir F-bn Davy, to have a Grand Fry, in reference to 
all Concernments that ſhould come under their Cognizance, of Sober, Solid, 
ſudiciqus, and Honeſt Gentlemen; ir was now in a great meaſure other- 
wiſe Conſtirured, there being thoſe that withcurt any reſpe& to Equity, and 
oſtice, would rake away the Lives of thoſe called Fanatibs. The Br? being how 
und, the Priſoners were called ro the } 7, where they Pleaded nor Guilty, 
and then came to their Tryal, which laſted about three Hours; in reference 
ro which, I ſhall give an Account both of the prodigious Perjuries of the Wir- 
neſles for the King, and the Partiality (to give it no worſe Name) of the 

ſudg, before whom the Tryal was. | 
And while I prefent to the Reader ſome of thofe Sowre Grapes, which 
vhefe Plants fo far Degenerated from all Truth, and Righteouſneſs, broughr 
forth ; I ſhall begin with Mr. 7ohn B- 2, the Juſtice, who being called to be 
a Witneſs againſt the Priſoners, Swore as if he had noSenſc of an Omniſci- 
ent Deity, or a Divine Nem-/is, ro rake Vengeance upon him, for his unpar- 
relled Perjurits, The Sum and Subſtance of his falſe Oath, is, That Lucas 
was almoſt Bearen into the Ground, that the Priſoners did lye upon him, 
and Beating him, had made a Pit in the Ground, enough to hury him in, 
( which muſt be/yery large conſidering his great Dimenſions, bur its likely 
this Gentleman was reſolved to Swear Rhetor7c ally, by an Hyp: "bole ) when | 
be Ground the Pit-was made in, was only very (ofc Dupghil, and —_ 
| | people 
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People paſſing over it, at that time, had Trod ir down, and made ſom" 
Holes, or Pits in it; at this deſperate rate he went on Swearing Roundly, 
and Smoothdy, bur with (uch a ſtill and low Voice, that the Priſoners ar ti;© 
Bar, could nor diſtintly hear him : Therefore Mr. Lube, humbly defire! 
the Judg, that he would command him to ſpeak more Audibly, which be 
ing lo Tut and Reafonable a Requeſt, was granted; in obedience to the 
Judg, he raited his Voice a degree higher, but yer not Loud enough to be 

eard by the Priſoners & from all provability he was unwilling they ſtould 
hear him, that they might not except againſt any thing he Swore, and to 
all might be credited by the Jury, and likewiſe his Contcience might fly 
in his Face, and tell him what monſtruous falſhoood he did arreſt ) Mr. 
Luke therefore moved again, char he might more exrend his Voice : Which 
at laſt doing, he defired the Judg ro ask him ; Whecher ke ſwore thoſe things 
from his own knowledg ? The Queſtion being aſkr hum, he replied No, but 
he was informed of it, and had heard ſo. Now he was pincht to the pur- 
| ſe, for if he had anſwered Affirmatively, there were thoſe preſent Calhich 

he was not ignorant of ) that could prove the contrary, he not coming till 
afrer Lucas was diſarmed, and upon his Legs, and when there was no perion 
in the leaſt 'rhat did moleſt him. How may the Reader ſee what bloody 


Malice, Proinpted, and Aded, this 7«[tice Bear, to precipirare, and hurry | 


himſelf into'the abſorping G«{ph of Perjury, For ſuppoſing atl kad been 
Truth which he Swore, yet it s Falſe-ſwearing inthe ſight of God, ro Swear 


whar he had no certain knowledg of, ( tuch knowledg being an Eilential. 


Conſtitution; of a right Oath, as the Divine Oracles, and Gaſwiſts do Detcr- 
mine) and it's very probable, he conrrafted more of this dreadful Guilt 
upon his Soul : For he furcher Swore, that a little before Lucas his Deaths 
he was with him, and that then he heard him charge his Death among 
others, upon Witiam Gilberd ; and yet afrerwards, when the Queſtion was 
aſked him, Whether Lucas did not Acquir the ſaid #. G. before Mr. 14e/* 
{ rhen one of his Majefties Juſtices ) after he had Accuſed him upon Oath, 
for Beating him, he confeft he did; ir being ſo known a Truth, he could 
not deny it. Let the Imparrial Reader jndg,thar rationally ir. muſt be diſſonanc 
from Trurh,that L. who had Acquitred Z, before a Juſtiee of Peace, would ſo 
long after, charge his Death upon him : And though Mr. B:zr ſwore he did 
it upon all the reſt, yet this having the ugly Viſage of a Lye, what may we 
judg of the who'e, bur that it was a Contexture, and Concatenation of many 
notorious Falſhoods together. Now we will leave Mr. B:ar Immerſt, and 
Drown'd in| the dreadiu] Guilt of his Perjurics (though afterwards we 
ſhall find him ſinking deeper) and proceed to another deſperate Swearer, 
by Name 7b» Ro-p?, in the Pariſh of Ciiftrw: He Swore, thar when he 
came he found L1:25lying upon his Back ina Wert, or Dirty place, and 7! 
T.:ech, and H+r2m? upon him; and thar Lucas was fo weak, and Spent, when 
they roſe from him, thu: he had nor ſtreroth of himſelf to riſe, but was 
helr-, or tifre,l up by him : Tut Barbary Caw/ + witneTerh C who was a Spe- 
aator, ſtanding vpon the Hedg thar parts berwixe Mr. 2. his Garden, and 
her*, under which Lucas was thrown down, and lay ar tl;ar rime when RK. 
came, fo that ſhe had him full, and perfely in her View ) that irs true 
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F. R. comin? mmeciarcly a ?7, role tro'l T.. Cc 20 > mar "the Arm, bur 
by his own ſtrengeh, with] much Ne LICK, mol Quick:c.5, he Leaped, or 
Sprung (but was not Pull d ) up, and threw ts Arms avout him, crying 


- out with great Vehemency, and Youeterations, There's the Fogue ( point- 


ing ro H. ) rat 100k 4,4 the Pintol ; and to give a4 Cicar Pcmoint cation, 


' that he was notlo ſpciir, with great Force and Fury (Mr. Bar vithſome 


—_ 


other Informers, bxiaz2 then in fight "for his cacouragement |) fel vpon 
Nixom?, wrapping one hand in his Hair bettind, and pulling backs his Head 
with the otlicr land, fave him (och a Blow upor: the Mourh),| that he ſtruck 
kim down to the Grow. d, where he lay a conftiderable time before he could 
r:{e, being depriv'd of hi5 Senſes by the force, and grearnels of the Blow. 
The next Whenets a934ft the Prifoncrs, that I ſhail give the Reader a faith- 
ful Account of, is, 14/tir Campion, (who bears the Beil avay from all the 
reſt of Ins Perjur'd Brethren, being a moſt profound Sink of Lies, an Abyſs 
of Falſhoods,! ro whom! rhe precedency. of all the Knights of Poult is due 
who Sware! he ſaw the;print of Forty ſtrokes in the pilm| upon his Back. 
R902 (wore, he hearing a great Tumwle m Mr, 1H. his Court, haſted with all 
ſpeed rhicher/(and it was no great diſtance from kim ) where he fourd 
Lu74s noung pon the Ground, and lying upon his Back, but ſaw no ian 
ſtrike him ZFir's ſtrange then thar he ſhou!d have ſo many Blows given him, 
in ſo ſhort arime, and thar ina Throng, and Crowd, where one hinder ars 
other (as millizm March heard I. ſay in his own Garden, they could not 
frrike him, rey ftood ſo thick )+he could not have tem when he was thrown 
down, becauſe he lay upon his Back, as 7. R. (wears ; and it's ſtravge he 
ſhou!d receive ſo many behind, and nor one before that did appear, or was 
ſpoken of; either they were moſt haſe Cowards, that would only Aſaulr 
him bchind, or he was a notorious Coward that would nor face abour to de- 
fend himſelf, Bur any Impartial Reader may ſee by this, it no more ſhould 
be produced to Demonſtrate it ; What a D'/p:r1240 this Campion is for Swear- 
ing? Burt to evince rhis Perjury more clearly, ler it be confidered what 7. R. 
Swore, vi:, Thar he found Ly:25 vpon his Back, in a Wet or Durty place 
( which is a truch, for there many times Water runs, and there is always 
Mud and Durt ) the Forty blows then that C. ſwore he ſaw, muſt he either 
hefure he fett, or afrer ; before it could nor be, becauſe he was thrown 
clown before, &. came, who came before Campion ; afrer, nu man-can ration- 
ally ſuppoſe ir to be, becauſe he lying in a Wet place upon his Back, the 
Pilm, or Duſt muſt be removed, or changed into Durt, fo that no Prints, 
or Impreſſions of Blows could be ſeen in it; yea, it it had been ina Dry blace 


.he fell in, yer Tumbling, and Strugling uporchis Back, would have defaced 


chem alrogether, or rendred them very undiſtingu:ſFable; it's ſtrange fur- 
ther, that ſo many Blows ſhould he unobſerved by all the reſt, as if he who 
had a more notorious Ly!/-g Tongue, ſhould have a more quick and piercing 
E je, thaniaxl his Brethren had. And take a!il this in Conjurn&ion with whar 
Buybary Cawſty (wore, that ſhe was a SpeRator, and Obſerver of all Paſſa- 
gs both ar the beginning, and the end, and ſaw not one Blow piven him ; 
and that ſhe heard the pcople, or ſome among them ſoy; Srike him not a 
Blow : And then the incedibility of all that he Swore in reference to this 
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par cular will be moſt manifeſt. So I will feave this, and proecd to aro- 
tier pikce of Perjury as Inferra!, and Tremendous, as the former, thar te 
was Guilty of inthe open Courr, where he S.vore twice ( to render Mr. H, 
as oudious a$ he could ) once when he was call dio be a Witiiets apainitt Ne, 
1i:'-, and Mr. Ba#zra, for neglecting their Duty as Juſtices, in the Fxecu- 
ton of the AR apainſt Convenricies; 'and nyw when he was a Witneis 
a {ainiſt the Pr ſoners, thar the ſaid Mr. H. near ihe time that tie AC againit 
Conventicles was itt Force, threatned, thar 1! ay man cime ro Vifturh him 
1.1 keeping them, he would Knock him dow!, hewiie tim a Co as he 
rerm'd ir, near as thicx as the wrelt of his Arn: : ro vom, Camper itad, 
he Reply'd, { You, may mils your blow, and if I clote wit you, I mav prove 
as nimbie as| you ( or words to that purpoſe _) and fritho {rd he was not 
affraid of him : To whom Mer. 11, repl'cd after this naaner , Sev 1k thou fo, 
and pulling our of his Pocxct A Ste £79, or lonp Daprar knife, turn dd the 
point of it towards I'm, and told him, there was that whi.n frould prick 
his Teeth. [That the Reader may know rlie matchlels I: puderce of this 
Feliow, and what a Debauchr, Profligated, and Camecri:ed Cortcience he 
hath, which Generates h's mo{i Hocrid, and Bellith Perjuries, I will prve 
hige a True, and Fairhful Relation of this Marter 3; as Mr. H. cal's the Search» 
er of Hearts to Witneſs, and }7:r5o [rey dotrs, doth protds. Whuch wake 
as followerh : Pt | 
 Ahour the midſt of D-;ember, 15g, Mr, 4. had a Horie dangeronſly 
wounded, and employed C49;p799 to cure him, who cane to lis Hovie to 
dreis him 3 jand one Evening before he went away, he afiked him if he wou'd 
Drink, whith Campron accepted of : He then pur it ro his choice, whether he 
would drink Beer, or Siaer. Cam779 rephed 3 He Could drink Beer ar 
home, and he knew Mr. 14. had good Sider, rherctore he would rarher chviſe 
that ; which when he had drunx, he commended ir. Nr. H. ar thar time 
had a S!if in Hand, which Cam?791 took notice of, ard la'd, it was a good 
one: To whom he rephed; Thar he had rather have ſuch a Sraft, than a 
ſmall Rapicr, ſuch/as now was in uſe. Then faid C:mpoy, Bur whar if orc 
ſhould give you a pricx ? Mr. H. again: Poilibiy he might pur by one thruſt, 
which if hed'd, he would preveir the fecond, if he gor one blow art Is Ad- 
verſary that ſhould Aſfault him. Campion ſperking of It; Skill in Fencing, 
and what Fears he could do with a Sword : Mr, 7. rod him ( wich ve the 
Concluſion of the Difc-urſe ) that if a 1nan ſhou!d AFault him wont a oc ord, 
he would he in ſuch a poſture wich his Rnife 11; his left Ha & (oamng ir 
ten our off his Pocker) and his Sraff in his Right; ar i Fe. pur by a 
Thruit, he would qu'icsly picx his Teeth. This Bnite is indeed mace ater 
the form off a Dagear, with a little Cro(\-har, ro prevent its run; no tho ken 
rhe Sheatlr;| both Haft and Blade, are but avovt a quarter Of 4. Nord 1one!. 
And when| Mr. 4. firſt had it, they were frequently, and conmonty w'd 
for cutting Meat, and for this purpoſe many $oker perſons my them ver : 
Bur 1n all rivs Diicourſe, there was not one word refating to Conve eWws, Of 
im the leaſt bordering vpn them, it being ar thar rime when 30 Ak was nm 
Force againſt them, and ſeveral Months before the preient Att was Mac ; 
ard Mr, 17. never exchang d one word with © :# 7:91, by _- ay biicourte, 
; C2 q fc 
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ſince he pay'd his Money for the Cure he wrought, which was a few da 
atter it was done. And now I ſhall leave this Fellow a while, deeply Abyit 
in his Perjuries , and under the heavy Preſſures of that Soul-G@nking 
Guilr, E-1- | | 

Thomas Ford (that man of Magnanimity, and Might, already mentioned ) 
Sware that [.4:45 was thrown down on-hts Back athwart a Gutter, which 
was pitcht with ſharp ſtones, over which, by the Head and Heels, they drew 
his Budy, Now that the- Reader may under#tand what a Brother in Iniquity 
chis man is with the other, he muft caſt his Eye upon whar followeth, v:z, 
That T2. Ford was not there when Lucas was thrown down, and diſarm'd, 
neither ſaw he in whar poſture he lay. He SWOTE further, that Mr. Bevz! 
Baſtard, and Mr. Lube, cry'd, Kill the Rogue, Knock down the Rogue, and 
yer he was not there C 42s before 15 aſſerted, and can be prov'd ) when + 
Lucas in ſtrugling for the Piſtol fell, or was thrown upon the Ground; and 
none can prove, or doth affirm, that one Mizactous word was (poken after he 
got up. I need nor declare the Perjuries of. Lu:as his Widdow,' or her Fa- 
ther K2/{and, they being much rhe ſame ar the Aſſizes, that they were be- 
fore the Coroner, except one Addition that Keand made, V17, That Lycas 
noy only from time to time complained of his Bearing, bur ſpir Blood, and 
brought up Knots of Blood as big as French Nats at his Mouth, and that much 
Blood went from him by Stool. To all that hath been Evidenced by ſuch 
near Relations, and others to prove Rartionally the centrary, I will add the 
Authentick Evidence of Mr. G:-rge Sutchcot ( who is known to be no friend 
to Non-conformi/ſts, nor. their Mctings; but a moſt Intimate and Familiar 
Converſer with the Informers, being judg'd by many to be an Abettor, and 
Encovurager of them } which was this, That rhough Lucas the next day af- 
ter his pretended Beating, complain'd ro him thereof, yer he wrought with 
him ſeveral Months after, without failing any thing in his Work, and he 
never heard him to complain more of ir. I could Write much more ro 
Confirm whart hath been Aﬀſerted, bur ler this Suffice, till there be need of 


: further Evidence, 


I will now proceed to the Narration of the Judges Partiality, I will nor 
lay Injuſtice, and apparent Malice. Firſt, It's evidenced that the Ju 
came Prejudiced ro the Tryal of the Priſoners, and had hearkned to their 
Enemies Informations before he came; for at Mr. {es Tryal at the Nif 


\ Prizs Bench, when there was an occaſion to ſpeak of the Conventicle held ar 


Mr. H. when Lvcas was difarm'd, and of the Barvarous, and rude Carriage 
of the Informers; he juſtified them, and faid, it was well they were all 
Arm'd (or word to that purpoſe) or they might all have heen Murdered at 
It as Lscas was, whom he declar'd was ther: Murdered, for want of Arms to 
deferd himfe!f : All which was before the Tryal of the Priioners, whereb 
it evidently appears with what prejudice he was poſſeſt, and how krtle he 
mrended to do Jaſtice. | 
He gave allo the Witneſſes againſt the Priſoners, the utmoſt Liberty ro 
declare rhem(elves ; and when Mr. 71n B:ar Swore fo deſperately by Hear- 
ſay, and Information, and &9-?, and Campro!, did in their 042th contradit 
themſelves, he took no notice or it : But the Witnebles for the Priſoners were 
| po, ; Snib'd, 
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Snib'd, and Diſcourag&d not a kttle by him, he yne ſtill ar the Carch, ro 
make their Evidence to Interfere ; he uſed likew! e all ways to "7: #5, and 
daunt them, |that they might not have boldneis to declare the Truth. The 
2X9:b4r therefore of L+:45, when ſhe came ro Evidence for the Pritoners, he 
aſked her, How much Money was given her for her Sons Blood ? Ald told 
her, ſhe came to Sell it for Money ( or words to that purpoſe) he Tawwng- 
Iy, and Scornfully retle&ed upon Mr. B:.rd likewiſe, who was defired ty 
be a Witneſs |for the Priſoners ; ſaying, He thought it a fine thing to ſtand 
there to own a Caute. So he dealt with anothcr Perſon ( who was a matc- 
rial Wirnels in the behalf of the Priioners) ilourmgly : Telling him, Thar 
he was dreſt up in a Coar, or Cloke, with afine made Story, To atorher 
Witnels Jeeringly, and Scoffingly, he ſaid : He d'a helicve that ſhe was one 
of th:m, for ſhe did Tore it our like one of then, The Coroner likew IC bE- 
ing defired ro ſpeak ſomerhing of the death of Lycas, was ſuffered to lay 
little or nothing, the Judg relling him, That Coroners were wort {© be Tain- 

red with: And when he came to give Inſtnifions ro the Jury, aid to 


Sum up the Evidence, againſt, and for the Priſoners, he Oinired mott ot the 


marerial Circumſtances that made for them ; and rold the Jury the! muſt t1::d 
it {fil Mirder, or nothing. And when the Zr; brought in their Verdiet not 
Guilry,he ſeem'd to be diſcontenred, nor letting the Pritoners depart, \, ithour 
Slurring them im the open Courr, and rendring them as Odious as he could : 
Telling them, That though Men had Acquitred them, yer there was a God that 
knew they were Guilty, of that they are charged wirh ( or words to that pur- 
poſe) 1 ſhall leave the Impartial! Reader to Judg rhereof. - 


And now that none may 12”0re, or be Unacquainted with the rrue Ground 


and Reaſon of! this Violent, and Virulent Proſecution of ſo many Innoceme 


perſons : I ſhall bur briefly relate a few Paſſages, viz. Georg?! Bc r's words 
( who Swore deſperately enoug among the reſt ) who when he heard what 
ull Evidence was given for the Priſoners, ſwelling with Tadignation, burſt 

forth into theſe Audable words, which contain'd a Diabolical Imprecation, 
ro this purpoſe: The Por of God tabe them, they will bs all A-qutted. The 
Widdow of L4cas returning home, did Chide her Mother in Law, for the 
Evidence ſhe gave, and told her if ſhe had been 800d ( or words to that pur- 
poſe )) ſhe might have gor her.a Thouſand Pound : The Mother replied, Whar 
Advantage could ir be ro you, if the Priſoners had been Hanyg'd ? The 11d- 
dow replied, Rarher than ſo they would have given her a good part of ther 
Eſtares. Juſtice Bear, when the firſt Fxamiration of matter of Fa& was, 
and Lycas his own Father was Summoned before him, who Swearing thar 
rhey were but $trab's upon Ris Back, made with the folding of his Waſtcoat, 
and Shirt, which K-7:2d ſwore were the Impreſt blows ; he commanded 
his Clerk to Write down Stripes. The Coroner that came firſt, (C as I have 
rold the Reader )) went away withour doing his Cffice : I will not abſolutely 
derermine who was the cauſe, or what was the reaſon of it; but we have ano- 
ther Notorz0us Exidence, and Crrrumſtayce of Faft, from Mr. Bears, ſending 
tor the Coroner, thar came upon notice given him by the Accuſed, who re- 
fuſed rogo. NowlT leave it to the Ingenuous, and Judicious Reader, to de- 
1eTuUNe 1n his oyn thoughts, whether this eager Proſecution i to Yindicate 
I39+ 
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Jan3ceut Bla l fpir, or to fpiil i-nocent Blood, Now if it be queſtioned } 
4iy, What's tc icaion Mr. H:-{:5 did not appear with the other Eight, thar 


hidlenocercy arvel as theirs, Might be cleared ? The Antwer is vrietly this ; 


Thar he beii.p at ſome confiderable dittance from his own Houſe, when 
ir. Rear (0 lilcoully, and Nalicioufly purſued him with a Hu? and Cry, and 
never Ding where it came, ke jug d it fir, with many others, to rake no 
Notice Cf 11, butenioy his|Liverty till the Aſazes 5 when, if he were Accu- 
ſed to the Grand Ftv, and the U:” of Murder found againſt him, with the 
Feſt, hc intended to make} his Apprarance, and put himielt upon his Tryal, 
if ke could have atiy hopes of Juitice, and Moderation : Bur underſtanding 
ho: te 744: 4d canto the Nat, calling ir Murder, when the Tryal was 
berwixt Bee 23:72, and one of the Informersz and how thole that were 1©77t- 
[5 then againt MN-. 4/7, did mon prodigiontly Per;ure themſelves, and 
who were to Le Wenddes ariinft hinſelf; and not being Ignorant how 
Aaive, and IfAuftric:s fome Fc f2tÞicls, or 1rerarchifts, were to Ruine 
him? if they coull ( L*uiy'g 19 thang 41; aru'd ,. for that end, ſome laying, 
ie oy ned him js Gadd org 1 a7 ther t) confidering with all thele 
thin, the Care and Induftry of the Under-Sheriff, to have/a Grad Fury 
(o Conftiturcd, as the 2:0:of Mr might be found againſt him, with the 
Re (t. Ho bad cool reaor to Suipedt, and Fear, that he had alto provided 
ſuch a Pt: Jos, 3% wand zraine the Matice of His Enemies, -and into 
whoic hands it woult nur be ſuie for him ro pur his Life, Upor, all rheſe dif- 
advantavzes he thovolit 'r nat fir ro yied,: and give up himielf to thoſe who 
Intended, and At.ecmpred 19 Voracioufly ro make a Prizaf him. If it be 
fad—— Himes acts f 7, £9, And that Abſconding, and Flying, 
argues Gvilt.,. I Aniwer, Thar OMEtIAe the molt Urnſtained, Upſporred 
Rrghthon nifty, and 37 rgn Bingen, cannaefitand heſore malicious Fury, and 
powerful Vaiice, or devouring Envy Artd vith power (which made the 
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p te caie of Guilt, which jt 

p * 4! * 2 _—_ bo FI - +3 ! a ; 
canor in the leaſt Inferj What Nel. Both, many who have been in the 
fam Circuhſtanees, fovp done. | Pvt this 15: 1.98 all that hel hath ro plead 


for Limfcli $ For there if Impriformgaty wilid 

tim. fo if they cannor deprive 1m of his Lis 
: EEE} role BO Prana s 0 Ty ods, Or Bhs 
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; his Enemies defign againſt 
, they will of his Liberty ; 


a7 Reftramr, he 's reſold 
1O-Caovat es lont a hecan. Wa ve  hede'irs may bc Vublited torhe 
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woe War , are ern 1 NAVe . s, | DCIOTE A jt, Uprizhr, aid Un- 
aſt Judg, aa lave a joy of Trig : !idicions perſpns, not choſen 
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Negle&ts of purring the A againſt Conventiclff in Exe:wion, &c. The firſt 
in;ormer Sued Mr, Hele for three Negledts, Md fo was in hopes of havin 
one Moity of Three Hundred Pounds, how&ver his Majeſty would dif 
of the orher Bhs likely he was not without hopes of it, as the Merired 
reward of his S rn and eminent Service) now let the World know the 
Ingraticude, and Difingenuity of Etward Reynel, towards Mr, Helr, not on- 
ly as he is his God-Son, bur as he ar that time Owed him ſeveral Sums 
of Money, borh on his own, and Fathers Accounts , his Elder Brother, 
Mr. George Reyne! (rhe Prifoner in the K7ngs-Bench, and the Juſtice ) Owing. - 
him likewiſe an/Hundred Pound, WV his Lady femt for ſome Years fince, 
ro pay her Phiſitians with, and had ir from him, ogly on her fingle Letter, 
wich Bill, or Bond, and: which is not Paid to this day, He is now re- 
ſolv'd ro requite Mr. Hele well, fer all his Civilities, and Favours ſhewcd ro 
him, and the Family, The other Informer Sued Mr. B2ſtird, for two Neg- 
les, and now thoughr to enrich himſelf with the ſhare of the Two Hun- 
dred Pound, thereby to get above the Diſgrace, and Contempt of Poverty : 
Non habet infelix paupertas durius in fe, qudin quod redicalos homines factt— 
In this Account which I give, I ſhall as before Methodize, and Digeſt ir 
into this Order.: Firſt, To relate the Perjurics of the Witneſles that tware 
againſt both the Gentlemen, and the hard Meaſure they met with from the 
Judg 3 who ſer himſelf with that Violence, and Vehemency againſt them, 
that it was obſerved, and ſpoken of generally with Abhorrency, and De- 
reſtation. | . 
When,/Mr. H, Tryal was pur forth after four | days Attendance on the 
Afſſizes, and the Jury call'd, Robert Adams, of Malboroigh, being the Fore- 
man of it, was excepted againſt by Mr. Bear, the Zſtice ( who was nor 
long before the Principal Informer ) as an Excommunicated Perſon, for which 
he rook his Oerd' the Courr, whereby the ſaid R. 4. was Incapaciated to 
ſerve in the Tryal, relating ro Mr. H, and Mr. B. Now the Reader muſt 
know, that the foreſaid Perſon was ſuſpe&ed by the Informers, ro Favour, 
or bear G»»4-w7ll towards thoſe they call Fanatichs; and they could contrive 
no way to remove him but this, to prove he was not Capable of (ſerving as 
a Juror ( which bythe Law no Excommunicared perſon is ) Mr. Beay there- 
fore he undertakes for an Expedient, and that is, to call che Omniſcient 
God, and Him that is FEſſ:ntra!, and Etcrnal Truth, to he a Witneſs to a 
Lye. For ſince the Aſfſizes, it hath been enquired mto, and found that 
Robert Adams was not then Excommunicated, M. Bear furrhet Swore, ro 
Apegravate Mr, H?/rs ſuppoſed Negle&s, that the Infolency of Conventiclers 
was grown to that heighr, thar all Loyal Subje&ts had juſt cauſe ro fear a 
Rebellion : That they ( ſpeaking of Mr. H::bs, and the people he Preacht 
roo, did nor only Uſurpr the Pa/pits of Lawful. Miniſters, bur p211'd them our 
of rhcir Pulpits,! and Jaid Church-wardens that came to Suppreſs them, Hat 
on their Backs in the Chureh, and broke open Church Doors, &c. all which 
things, if Truths, Mr. Bear was never an Eye-witneſs of : Bur what Noto- 
rious faſſhoods theſe are, the whole Countrey round about knows, It's 
ſtrange, and moſt Inconſiſtent with Reaſon, that they who were continually 
Atrtempring to bring Mr. Hs into trouble for Preaching. ſhouid uever ta 
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© grear, and fair an Adyantage - againſt him, as hereby they had. If Mr, 
Bezr can produce one Church-warden, or any Officer in a Town, or Parith 
where Mr. H. Preach publickly, that will affirm, that exher he oppo'ed 
him, or chat any Afault, or the leaſt Viulence,and Incivility was oftered by 
him, or any of his Kcarers,. upon the Account of his Vreaching or can 
bring one Miniſter ro prove that ever Mr. H. or any of his HEArers did dil- 
poſle(s him of a/Pulpir, whenhe was in it; or that any Church Doors were 
Broke open to poſes the Pulpits, then will I engage Mr. H:-45 ſail appear 
at any Afſizes, or any other time, to ſufter wharcver ary Law in the utiroſt 
Extremity can Intli& upon him, and promiſe never to Inune Mr, B. for 
Perjury. | 

The Jury bcing Sworn, one Witneſs upon Oath, Swere that Mr. Ifee re- 
fuſed ro take Informations upon Oath, that there was a Conventicle ar Mr, 
Hicbs his Houſe, May the 19th. When another of them upon his Oath did 
confeſs, and acknowledg, that Mr. [ez did take their Intormations, which 
alſo ſeveral perſons of Mr. Helts Houſe, did Arreſt, As for the 
other rwo Negle&s Mr. 14-/e was charged with, and Sued for, which were in 
one day, Zu»: the 15th. 1670. I ſhall ſpeak nothing concerning them, till F 
relate the Carriage of the Judlg, in reference to them. E 

When the Hyal-berwixt Mr. Baſtard, and Fob! Ber, was pur on for two 
Negle&s, the firſt being for the 29th. of Zine, Likewile, one of the Infor- 

mers, and the Dog-1h1pp'r, Swore they came berween Twelve and One 
Clock, ro Mr. Baſtards houſe, to Inform of a Conventicle near Kzrgsbridg, 
in Mr. H. his Houſe; and that ir was three miles betwixt Gor/ton ( where Mr. 
Baſtard dwells ) and Kjrgsbriog ; bur the contrary to all that they afficmed 
vpon Oath, wasſo fully prov'd, that allwho heard ir, mighr, and moſt were 
convinced what perjur” Miſtreants they were: Campron 'Swore that he ſaw 
Miſtriſs Ba/tard, Mr. Baſtards Wife, at the ſame Conventicle, whereas it can 
be prov'd ſhe was elſewkere, |by ſeveral Witneſſes. Should I pnbliſh to the 
World all the falſe Oaths, and ol:mino:s perjuries of theſe, and other Wit- 
neſſes, the Narrative would hreak the bounds, and ſtretch it ſelf far beyond 
the Confines, I intend it ſhall he kepr within. I ſhall now conclude all. with 
the Carriage of the Judg, who fuffcred without any Check, 2M, Heir, and 
My. Baſtard, to be ae and Flouted, and high Afﬀeronts put upon them, 
by ſoch Humnncios, and Drigs of Himarnity, as Campror, the Smith, 1.::ch 
( the F+«das ) rhat's glad of a days work in the Countrey, the Dog whipper, 
and others. When Campion ſwore he ſaw Myr. Baſtards Wife at a Conven- 
ticle, and the Judg aſked him, How he krew it was her ? He moſt Saucily, 
and Impudently reptied : He conld not tell whether ſhe was Married to him, 
or no, but he had had ſeveral Children by her, &c. And yet the Judg did 
nor in the leaſt reprove him for, or ſhew the leaſt diſlike of his ſo ſkamefully . 
abuſing Perſons of. rhat worth, and H»0z7, they are known, and eſteemed 
generally ro be. When Lech ſware, Thar if Mr. Baſtard had been ſo zealous 
in Executing the-Rings Laws, as he was to maintamn Rebelliov, the Conven- 
ticlers had been all Routed before that time; the Judg did not in the leaſt. 
Clieck him, for that high and moſt ſcandalous Charge, bur ſeemed rather 
te be delighted with it, and all the reſt of that filthy Traſh, - He ſuffered 
| | lke. 
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fikewiſe the: very .Council ro be Floured by fome of the lors, as thy! 
Campion, whom he permitted as long as he pleaſed, ro AR the parts of + 
Fool in the Play, ro make Sport for, and move Laughter in Court; and he 
himſelf Retle&ed ſufficiently upon the Gentlemen, inſfomuch rhat one of 
them told him, if he were an offence to him, he would go our of the Court. 
Yea, he Laboured ro Diſcourage their Councel, and to prevent their full, 
and effe&ual Pleading for their Clients : Telling them, he was forry to ſe 
any Plead in ſuch a Cauſe, bid4ing them for ſhame ty hold their peace ( or 
ro that purpoſe _) but ſaid, he rhought what they did, was for their Fees, 
When the Councel for the Informers, had all defirable- Liberty to ſpeak, 
yea, and were often caſed, and Aſſiſted by him. And though as to the firſt 
Negle&, Myr, H?!: was Sued for, it was fully proved, that he did not refuſe 
ro take the Informations of the Wirneſles, by the acknowledgment of ſome 
of them in the Court, aſwel as by the Evidence of his own Servants; and 
none could Swear that there was cither Praying, or Preaching, or any Relj- 
gious Worſhip: diſſonant from rhe Liturgy, and Pradtice of rhe Churcl) «f 
England, at that time, but that abour three Fields off ( beſides a high Houſe, 
thar the Voice was to aſcend over) they heard a Voice, which they conclu- 
ded, came from Mr. H. his Houſe: Yet he gave a ſtriQ charge to the Jury, 
ro find for the Informers, the Planriffs, Concerning thetwo other Negletts; 
which were for one day, the one for the Forenoon, the other for the Afrer- 
noon, how the Judg ſuffered Juſtice to take Place, and Sway ; what foltbws 
may give the Reader ample Sartisfaftion. In reference to the Foreroons 
Negle&, the Witnefſes Sware that they were at Poo! ( Mr. H'les Pariſh 
Churoh ) about Ten of rhe Clock in the Forenoon, to Acquaint kim with a- 
Conventicle at | My. H. his Houſe, which was confeſt upon Oath by them, 
ended a conſiderable time before Mr. Hel? had any Norice of it; and yer it 
was judg'd a Negle&, that Mr. Hel? came not ſoon enough to Suppreſs the 
ſame : And as to the orher prerended Negle& in the Afrernoon, though My, 
H-!: prov'd, he ſent immediately for his Horſes to be fitted for him! againſt 
he came from Church; and after he had refreſher himſelf with ſome wear, 
he came to Mr. Hirbs his Houſe, where he found neither Preaching nor Pray- 
ing, neither could any of the Informers Swear there was any; bur they heard 
a Voice of one, in ſuch an Exerciſe, and that it was Mr. Hicks's Voice (which 
- was deſperate enough, ſceing Voices are.many times as like as Faces) and 
thar this Convernticle began ar a Eleven a Clock, and ended at Two ( which 
was more than My, H*/? then knew ) yer not the leaſt Grane of Allowance, 
muſt be laid in the Ballance for Mr, H:{:; and whatever was fa'd by his Ad- 
verſaries, was ſutficient to Preponderare, whatever might rationally be plead- 
ed, to Acquit him from the Guile of a Wirting, and wilful Negle& of his 
Duty ( the moſt Rigid, and Severe Interpretation, being put upon all his 
Actions, and the ſmalleft Circumſtance agpravared to the higheſt Pitch, tha 
it was poſſible for Malice, and Prejudice to Rack, and Screw it up to) as 
char it's Contravertible, and Diſputable, whether the A doth require a 
Juſtice of Peace! rv come in Perſon ro any p!ace,where he is Inform'd a Cor- 
vent'cle is, there's no ſuch Law exprecſt , if there be any thing of that Na- 
rare, it's bur very Darkly imply'd. And further, that he was Engaged - 
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the Publick #97 Þ:pþ of God when the Informers came: And ſhould ke leave 
that, to Ride Three or Four mile upon an uncertainty art the beſt? (And if 
he had come, it had been to! no purpoſe, there being no Meeting at that 
time ) And after the Worſhip was over, it was moſt reaſonadle that Nature 
ſhould be refreſhr,; before he Ride (o far ? And yer he came at the moſt pro- 
bable rime to find'a Conventicle, which was about Two a Clock, the ordi- 
nary and uſual time, that Mr, H. was wont with the People, to mect at his 
Houſe. And certainly, if the Informers had not Alarum'd them by their 
coming, before the Jnſtice, he had Surprized, and found them all like Bees 
in the H:v: rogerfier , And when he came, none did Swear that there had 
beerrany Worlhipbf God, only a Voice of one Praying, or Preachiig, was 
heard, and it was Mr. H:cbs's* And ſuppoſe it had been fo, they did nor 
Swear thar it was to above the Number of Five : It's rrue, Mr, He/e found ſome 
Women in the Hquſe, and he Aſkrt.chem, How they came there ? And how, 
or when, or to what end they came : How could he know ? Mr. Hirbs had 
a Child very Sick, and they were with his 77, in the Chamber where the 
Child lay : And how this could be a Notorzo45 E:dence, and Circumſtance 
of Fatt ( that is ſuch a Circumſtance, that carries in it, a certain Demonſtra- 
tion of the FaR, coming within the compaſs of that Axtome, or, Maxim 
poſi:a Cireumſtantia ret, ponitur ves ip/2 ; For it's Abſurd otherwiſe co Inter- 
pret the Law the two Grind ways of Convi&ion, v:3. Confeſſion of the 
Party: Or the Oath of two Witneſſes, being certain Load Nos, the laſt 
mnſt be of the fame kind ) to him, that there had been rae ons Worſhip, 
and differing trom the Liturgy, and Practice of the Church of Ergland ; or 
a ſufficent Reaſon. ro prove him Guilry of a witting, or Wilful Negle& of 
Duty, ler all Sober, Imparrial, or Unprejudiced men judg, However, the 
Judg itri&ly chargerh the Jury ( which deſtroys the Liberty of a Judgment 
of Diſcretion, aſwel as of Determination in them, and ſo makes Zur:es to 


| fignific nothing) ro find three NT ucy 1s more than the Law ( as ma- 


ny that are Judicjous rationally ſuppoſe ) doth charge him with, or an 
other man; for it doth not ſay Tot?es Yuotzes, or ſo often as a Juſtice dor 
not Convi& of a Cunventicle when he may, he ſhall Forfeit ſo many Hun- 
dred Pounds, but nor doing his Duty he ſhall Forfeit one Hundred Pound ; 
When our /”:/-*Legiſlarors mrended, ? Un Conventiclers ſhould ſuffer for every 
particular Crime,they Expreſs it : Why then ſhould we think,much lefs abſo- 
lutely derermine, [that ſeeing they have not expreſt ir with reſpe to Juſtices 
of . the Peace, that they did certainly intend ir. The Z»ry having this charge 
given them, after ſome time, bring in their Verdi ro the Jud es Chamber, 
of Two Hundred, Pounds for two Negle&s only ; at which, he was highly 
diſpleaſed, and would not receive their Vern, ll they brought it in for 
Three. | | : 
Mr. Baſt 2rd producing ſuch full proof, and clear Evidence to Acquit him- 
felf from one Negle& he was charged with, and Sued for, he was reſolved 
to rrake him Guilry of the other; therefore, though Mr. Baſtard prov'd 
that he took all the Informations of the Informers, and every word thar 
they ſaid in reference to the. ſame, and every Name of the Perſons, that 
they affirmed were then preſent; To which Informations likewile, vn 
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Informers pur their hands, but without any proof, that there was cither 
Preaching or Praying ( Mr. 7b» Bear upon his Oath, acknowledging he faw, 
or knew of no manner of Worſhip :among the people; and the reſt, that 
there was no Worſhip contrary to the Liturgy, and PraQtice of the Church 
of England.) And notwithſtanding this, though Mr. Baſtard ( that he might 
| not Negle& his Duty ) made a Record hereof. as a Conventicle, which was 
pur in at the next Scſſions 3 and the Money return'd of thote Offender: 
(whom two of the Informers ſware, were there P rn ſo much as con- 
cern'd the King ;; yet the Judg declared it a Negle&, becauſe the Record was 
not Dared the Firft day of the Seftions, bur the Third. Whercupon Mr. 
Ba{tard declared! openly, and in the Face of the Court, that he did nqt Neg- 
te& his Duty witting!y, and w:!fwily ( which are the expreſs Words of the 
AR againſt Conyenricles ) for he could aſwel have Dated. it the Firſt, as the 
Third day; but he knew nothing to the contrary, but that ir was. Valid 
enough if Entred, and Dated any time during the Seſſions ( which are takes 
in a general Senſe, every particular day nor being a New, or diſtin Sciſ1- 
ons _) and what /Unprejudiced Perſons can rationally think, or judg other- 
wiſc : However, | according to the DireQions given to the Jury, he was Fined 
a Hundred Pound. Now if the Reader be cur! Inquifitive ro know what 
| Fudg this was, thar ſo far Deviated, and Swery'd from all —_— and Equi- 
ty, leaſt any other ſhould be cenſured for him; I muſt declare ; it was Judg 
Rainford, who is EE remena's Wiſe, and Underſtanding in the Law, Mild, 
Compaſſionate, and Imparrial in the* Adminiſtration of Juſtice, here in 
Fnygland ( for oughr-I ever heard to the conrary | eapepe when the Cauſes 
of thoſe call'd Faenaticks come before& him 3 and then like N1zmzn, he muſt 
be pardoned. | | 
> Ar Aſhbrenton, near Totneſs, on, or about Zune the 12th. one Ardrew 
Helly, with his Son, Daughter, and a Friend, were Repeating a Sermon in 
a Barn of his, about a mile from his Houſe ; to which place, juſt as they 
had ended, came Fames Parrat, and a private Perſon, the S*tt:ng-Dogs be- 
ing Abroad, Scented, and efpied the Game; and rather than they would 
not be rewarded for their pains, reſolutely Sware, he was the Miniffer. and 
ſo the Numiher Five is made up, and conſequently a Meeting prov'd, and 
Preaching too Logically concluded. So Parrat, that was never near the 
place rill all was done, was Fined Twelve Pound, 4. H. and his Relations. 
Twenty Eight Pound; and this was done by Juſtice Fowe!, and }. K;/2nd, 
who made the Eyidence of Informers (that are parties ) the ground of this 
Conviction, which was againſt al! Reaſon, and Law, For ſuppoſe the Earn, 
part of the Dwelling-houſe (' which is about a mite diſtant from it ) then 
though 7. P. had been preſent, ard a Preacher roo, there could be no Con- 
venticle, 4. H. and his Children being of the Family : Let it be taken otber- 
wiſe, yet Parat not being there, there could be no Conventyzcle, the orher 
not being a Number above whar the Law allows ; ſo the place was not lrble 
ro. Twenty pounds. But grant that he were there, yetnot being a Miniſter, 
orif he were, yer he neither Preaching, nor Teaching, no Law doth puniſh 
for Twenty pounds more. But the Juſtices were reſolved to ſet this Poor 
Barn, like'a Shepherds Tent, on Wheels, carrying it home to the precicts 
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of the Dwelling-houſe, for the | Fining of thar, and tnen Recarrying if to 
rhe Fields, for the! Fining of the people. The Agrieved become Appel- 
lents to the Sefſjons, where they find no Reliet, or Redreſs, but great Op- 
pretſion inſteag of a Plaſter, their Hcads are Broken more, they are Caſt, 
and Treble Coſts they muſt pay for their Traverſe, which is always an [Hper- 
bole in the Exceſs, never in the Defc, at the Sefſions. = 
Art S1l:rton, near Exon, Juſtice $arntoil, Seited ſome perſons, with a 
Non-conformiſt, Mr. Tr:21/s (IT hope now after all his Storms, Arrived ar 
the Haven of his eyerlaſting Reſt) in a private Houſe, about Nine a Clock 
in the morning, and Fined the Houſe Twenty pound 3; and though he could 
nor prove thar there was any Preaching, or Teaching ( as there was none ) 
yer tome of the pegple were Fined for the Miniſter, Twenty pound more : 
' Though he had an Eſtate of his own, which he Acquainted the Zuſtzce with, 
and defired he might bear his own Fine, but the Gentleman would nor 
grant it: The Aprieved appeal ro the General Sefſhons, where they Traverſe 
with ſome good Succets, touching the Preachers Fine, his Convittion not be- 
ing Recorded 3 which the Appellants. Advocate obſerved ro Advantage : But 
yer the Remedy was almoſt as bad, if not worſe than the'Þiſeaſe ; for being 
found Guilty of the Meeting, though not of Preaching 3 they were Senten- 
ced by the Judg of! the Sefſions, Mr. Carew, to pay treble Coſts as high, as 
if rhey had been Caſt in both parts. | | 
At Exoy, there lives an Old Gentleman, called Mr. But/zr, a Juſtice of 
Peace in the Ciry, who hath been a Notorious Conventicle-Hunter many 
years, rhe Fame whereof is diffuſed; through all the -:t: The Ardowrs of 
whole Zral and Paſſion, when he is 'ro Engage m this Honourable Tmploy- 
ment, ſofar Tranſports him, tiiar many rimes he {;ecommes a comp!cat, Th. 7:7 
bedlamys; his G:iftires, Poſtures, Ravitget, much refenble theirs, whom I 
have ſeen bound it Chains, which the Buys in the City can AR, and Imitate 
with admirable Dev'«r: 57, though no. doubr he deterves for them a Canons a- 
tion of Saint hiv, |: 5y the Romih Church z becauſe he's never zealous for 
the Fifth of N.24:4 -, andaneſteemof a greater Wir, becauſe whar he hath, 
appcars hereby to le mixt with Madyeſs, I might Write Voluminouſlly here- 
of, but I will Omir, {}4::d paſs by all things concerning him, excepr this one, 
which the Reader may be pleaſed to caſt his Eye upon, thereby to rake a 
meaſure, and judg of all the reſt. One Evening upon Information given 
him by ſome of his Famz/:2's, rhat there was a Mz:*ting of the Fanatichs, ar 
Mr. 4. 7:feys, rhether he haſtens as the Eagle ro the prey; when he came 
ro the Houle, the Doors withcart delay were opened to him, there he finds 
abour f1xreen pcrſons, moſt of them Relations of the Family, and Invited 
ro S»pprr, bur this Quick-ſcented Juſtice ſmells another Feaſt in his Conven- 
ricling-Fancy, and judging rather by Number of the perſons, than weight 
of Reaſon, after ſorne wonred Ravings, and Ragings, Fines the Houſe Twenty 
pound for.a Syppoſed Me-:/»g; and Mr. Cri/prn, befides his own Mul& and 
bis Wifes, was Fined for ſeveral Rich perſens, dire&ly contrary to Layw, 
whhch makes the Ric ro pay for the Poor only Cnot whom a Juſtice ſhall judg 
to be ſo, bur who arc rcally to beſo.) Mr. 7. and C. appeal from the Rage 
of one fingle Juſtice, to the Reaſon 'of a Bench : At the City _ the 
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Traverie their Appeal, where Mr. But/ry was not only Judg, bur Wirnchy in 
his own Caſe 3 his Oath moit unrealonably taken, and as falſly he Swears 
in the ace of the Court. That when he came to Mr. efr:ys Houſe, he 
could have no entrance, bur was forced Violently to break open the Door, 
ir{(omuch that he made the Staple tlye ; the contrary whereunto was ſufhci- 
ly prov'd, v7. That the Maſter of the Houſe opencd the Door quietly, and 
(eatonably ; rhe Attendants that ſtood by, perceiv'd no luch cfteRts of his 
Vigour, and Yivacity. But no wonder to licar a falſe Oarh drop from a falic 
Lip, that hath cauſed a Wide-mouth'd untruth, ro pals provcrb:ally under 
the Name of a B:tier ; Bur happily he-might Lodg ſome: mental reſerve, for 
a Salvo ro his Oath, and ſo be able to ſay with that prophane, and prolli- 
garcd WretCl-——' Far), at mentem injwatam Giro, It was likewiſe Sworn, 
if I miſtaxe not, by ſome of his Serting-Dogs, that the Meat was laid down 
to the Fire, after, or about the ritne they entered the Houſe ; which was 
prov'd by the Appellants, to be wen near half Roaſted, and thar all the 
Hrbingirs of a Supper, were there. Bur however, though they did ſufti- 
cicntly Invalidate all Circumſtances of Fac, that the Juſtice would ground 
his Convidtion of a; Conventicle uport, yu It was to No purpoſe: For Juſtice 
Carew fitting as Deputy Recorder, and Judg of rhe Seſſions, ſo inſtruted 
the Jury-men, who! were fit to receive his Impreſſions, that they broughr in 
their Verdict againſt the Appellants, and they are Laden with treble Coſts, 
according to the liberal Lalculation of the Judg. 
At Derwood, near Exon, on a Lords-Day, a little after the 10th of May, 
ſome perſons met together in a Wood, but not ſo cloſe as to eſcape the 
Eagle-eyes of the Informers, who obſerv'd their going in, which they con- 
cluded ccnfidently ro be a Conventicle, The adjacent Pariſh wpton-pines, be- 
- ing ſpecdily Alarum'd herewith, from thenceruſh forth with all Expedition, 
- and Fury, a company of Club-men, whereof rhe Son of rhe Pariſh Prieſt 
was one, and fall violently upon one perſon ; which madneſs, when a Suber, 
Honeſt man rebuked, telling them he would go without compulſion ; they 
outragiouſly fell upon him, Drawing, and Dragging him along, ſome taking 
hold of his Arms, ſome of his Legs, and (o rudely was he handled, that he 
Recovered nor for ſome conſiderable time of rhoſe Diſtortions, Compreſſ1- 
ons, and Contufijons,; which his Body ſuffered by them. Art laſt, ſome few 
of them { the reſt c{caping_) were brought before Juſtice T:þ54 ( thar 
bluftering Trmpeft of irath, and Rage, againſt his Faratica! Neighbours ) 
where heing in an outward Room, they heard what the Informers Sware he- 
fore him, 7. That | they heard a Voice, but whether there was cither 
Prayer, or Preaching, they could nor tell. However, this Don F.177/1 (thar 
he mighr make ſome farther Compenſation for his Notorious Þ2.11ndam F2- 
naticiþm ) Convict of | a Convenricle, Fines ſome of the people for them- 
felves, and fome fora Miniſter, though none could be ſo much as prov'd to 
be there, much leſs ro Preach, or Teach : Bur, Corruptio optima eft poſfum, 
Which is not only true: Phyſically, bur Morally. | 
At Darlington near Totneſs, Goodman Searls Houſe was Viſited upon fug- 
geſtion of a Mptirg ; by Mr. T9. Carew, where he found but one Perſon (a- 
bovye the Faminy) 3, aKindſman of ghe ſaid Searls, But pans”. 
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Juſtice in a certain Room finds many Spittle spots, and rhence by Logical 
Deduction Concludes it a Company, and at next ſtep 2 Conventicle, Twoor 
three being met in a certain Field, at ſome diſtance from the Houſe : now 
a moſt dim ſuſpicion is madey a very demonſtrative cercumſtance, and noto- 
rious evedence thar:God had been worſhipped there by more then Four, 
beſides the Family, /or that there was a Meeting for ſuch an end. When a 
man looks throuugh a multiplying, and magnifying Glaſs of malice, the min- 
vreſt circumſtance ſha!l be ſubſtance /enough, and a dark ſhadow a clear 
Sun-Heam : rather therefore then he will not atrain his end, even that which 
is next ro nothing ſhall be a ſutficient ground to paſs a Conviction upon ; 
So nov wo be to the Rheumarck People, for they mult pay large Fees when 
this Man 1s their Pliyſitian, ewenty pownd therefore muſt the ſhoulders of 
rhe poor man (the Maſter of the Fanily) bear the weight off; and unlels 
he and his Family will forbear ſpitrin] , when together, he may be in danger 
of paying more: bur all that this Juſtice doth, 15 lirrle enough ro Compur- 
gate and abſolve himſclf from the Impuration of Fanat7::/m, and he muſt 
be pardoned if he ſhew his Valour in this Cauſe, as he once did in another 
of 4 differant CharaQer, when'a Champion in Captain BYaa4a97s Troope, 

D: v9, and Cirnwall being ſo nearly Conjoyn'd, and fuch frindly Neigh- 
hours, ir may not he impertinent, and unlawful to caſt an Occular glance 
upon the Rorders, and Fronteirs of it; where there is a Tovvn call'd Lan- 
nrabs, vulgarly Layrate, ar which lives an Aged Reverend Divine, whoſe 
vvorth is turrher knovvn then his ovyn Country, a Non-conformiſt , by 
name Myr. Gaſper Hicks, Who continuing to Preach in his Family fince the 
10. of May, 16570. to the Number that the Att againſt Conventicles allovvs 
of, vvith orhers under 16 years of age, it did highly inrage a young Levite 
of Jejune, and Immarure Braines z | Who Serves for the Pariſh Prieſt, b 
Name Mr.rinnel,ot inde; this Supercelious, Pragmatical,and ſelf-conceited 
Novice reſolvcs therefore to injure as much as poſibly he could, him vvhom 
he ought to have rever'd and had in high Veneration ; to accompliſh his end 
he ſticks not to turn Informer (the moſt diſhonoradle and imfamous Mr/cre- 
«:t upon the Earth) againſt him, that he kept Convenricles, he gers rhe Of- 
heers of the Pariſhto ſearch his houſe, vvho tound rune bur four Perſons of 
or above the age of 16, vvyith ſome fevy under, beſides his ovvn Family : 
Hovvever this Munſ*ur Fribundo, rides from Juſtice to Juſtice to make a 
ecnvictions but theſe worthy and noble Gentlemen that were his Neigh- 
bours, who have right reſentments of Genoroſity, and walke according to 
rhe Rules of Juſtice and Equity, as Sir F. C. Sir 27. M. Mr. $. would give him 
no Countenance, knowing the Law was not violated by Mr, 4. Then he ſpurs 
up-his Horſe further Weſtward, where he mer with ſome Juſtices, who like 
Tinder preſently took fire 3 upon rhe firſt Informarion : (I now not all their 
Names, bur one of them was Dr, P4/-wheel, that terrible Fylm7n/o, who for 
theſe 1007 11years paſt, harly 2rhclated nothing bur threarning cruelty againft 
rhoſe Catachrettically called F.::2t;565) with the higheſt impetuoſity and rage; 
-Theſe Juſtices fall! upon 24r, H, creating ſomething our of nothing, they Con- 
vict him ofa Convt»ticle kepr in his own houſe, and likewiſe take it for grant- 
c3. without-any proof, that he Preached, and ſo Levy qcl. upon w_ Fug 
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finding himſelf agrjeyed becomes an appclom'p the ne Gepery Sciſiong, 
which i om of che Erying-pan inco the Fire, for all Juſtice was baniſh'd from 
the Bench, Mr.H,was denyed a Jury,direRly contrary to the Law, Page? g of the 
Ails againft Conventicles; Mr. P, and others cry'd ro the Votre, which 
was done; and ſo| not withſtanding all the firenuous, and nervous 
endeavours of ſeveral Juſtices there ro make Mr, H. his inyocency a fence 2 
gin the ſtorms and of the RET Parts we wy eee 9 Yo Op- 
reſſion, ing 09g an illegal Votre only palicth ag im; S Ap- 
Ra was ing be ry unjuſt, beſides rhe got, rhey give treble coſte a- 
gainſt him, and moſt ignobly load him with fouleſt revilings, and reproaches : 
never was there more monſtrous and barbarous Injuſtice a&ed. Firſt, that 
they ſhould deny the App<llant thar previledge which the Law gives, and 
which is every Englſh-mans ar Lant - Viz. tus Tryal by a Jury. Secondly, 
that they ſhould judge him guilty of a Coryentzicle, when there were no more . 
then four Perſons of or aboye the age of 15 years beſides his Family, nei- 
ther was he accuſed of _— more ; bur howeyer' it holds to be a Conver- 
ticle by a nevy nice, and ſubtle diſtinion, (which like an' Ar724res fine . 
ſpun thread, helps and conduRs them our of the Labyrinth they vvere in) 
13, That though perſons under Sixteen years of Age, be no Gonventiclers, 
yet being found with thoſe that are of, or above the ſame Age, conſtiuue a 
Conventicle : Whereas the old Axiom is, Luzcguid rffecit tale, tft magiz 
tle, Theſe New Phyloſophers can make No#-entitres, produdtive of Rea!rtzes, 
Children muſt make men guilty, and yer themſelves remam Innocents ſtill, 
A Thouſand under the Ape of Sixteen years, are Nullicies in Law, but in the 
Execution thereof, makeorhers Criminals and Penals roo. ' Theſe New Org- 
c!es of Law make the former Criminals, but nor expoſcd ro Penalties ('rhough 
they expoſe others) and ſo makes the Law in this reſpet an i::cſſe&tual Va- 
niry, ſuppoſing it to make Offenders, without a Sanftion, and Aforment of 
puniſhment for them, Theſe New Arithmerictans, can make Ciphers, caſt 
Figures, Four above the Family in Law, is nothing, Ten Thouſand under 
Sixteen Years, are nothing; but now accordiug to rheit' Rule, add nothing 
ro. nothing, and you make Five, or more. Bur their definitive Sentence, 
and fin1l Determination by Yote ('to which he muſt ſtand) ſha!l make al! 
ſound Phyloſophy, good Law, and true Arithmerick. Thirdly, Thar they 
ſhould Convi& him of, and puniſh him for Preaching, when' nore could 
prove it ( ſuppoſing him guilty of keeping a Conventicle ) neither was 
rhere the. leaſt Circumſtance ro be Demonſtrarive of it, It's true, our Le- 
giffators have made N-turi»:;s Evidence, and Circuſtance of Fa, to prove a 
Conventicle, bur no ſuch thing to prove Preaching, or Teaching, for i- can 
icarce poſlibly admir of any proof thereby, Fer, grant a Miniſter be found 
among a pcople aove the number of Five; What notorious Evidence can 
reſult from this, that he Preachrt ? for ir mighr onely be ( as often ir is) to 
Pray, or his Preaching might be prevented or grant he were ſonnd with 
his Bible, and Nores in it; yer this cannor evince clearlv he did Preach : Ir 
may indeed begert a; ſuſpition, that either he did, or intended to do it, 
Eur is it Legal, or Rational, to puniſh perſons upon fo ſlender a ground as 
this ? To infli& the Law upon him from a jealovſie of his Intentions, is to 
E ma'c 


| (34) | 
"make ſuch an AR of his, or another Non-conformiſt; worſt than Mutger 
or Theft, &:. For no miah is putiſhr as a Felon for intending, though it be + 
manifeſted by Attempring Felony, when ic's nor Adually commitred, and 
ro Iſh him for having done it, when ir did nor ſo appear, 15 equally ur. 
pu , and unreaſonable : | For, De nov appartntibus & nonexiftentidus 229m ef 
1tie, Doth our Law condemn any Felon from a naked abſtrafted Jeidoufie, 
thathe's guilty of the Crime he ſtands charged wirh, when there's nu F\iderce 
eo prove the ſame: Onr, Law therefore is moſt Juſt, rhar Jurors muſt pro. 
ceed Secund 1m alligata, and Pr oþ at 4. | And thar every Convy:iRioh of Gullr, 
and judicial Sentence muſt be Founded, atid Botrom'd upon the (ame : Bur 
here was no ſuch thirig to be the B1/is of the Derermination at rhis Seflions, 
by che Major part of the Bench, againſt Mr. 17. they were therefore fo un- 
certainly Flufuating, and Cubious, whether he Preachr, yea, .0r no, for 
want of clear demonſtrarive Evidence: Thar inthe Record 'of the Offence, 
it was expreſt Disjun&ively, that Mr. H. did Preach, afar f and'nor Copy- 
latively has he did both, or poſſſtizely, and abfolurely he did the firſt. His 
Council pleaded'to this, and operied the Law fully rorhem, fhewing them 
their Groſs miſtake. But all was to them like beating rhe Air, for neither 
Law, nor the ſtrongeſt” Reaſon, can be an impregnable Bulwark againſt their 
Envenom'd arid'Virulent malice, which was fo Opprefimgly diſgorg'd upon 
My. H. Thus Reader, thou ſedſt lioy Negally , nor only in Dever, but 
Cornwal, many Juſtices Aﬀts and that {h6 ew Chancery, or Court of Ap- 
peals, which ſoul be a cheriſhing Boſome ro the Opprefled, is made a Pon- 
derous, : reſſing-ſtone for ſuth as willnot yield to the unjuft ConviRtions 
of one or more private Juſtices. Thus poor Diſtreſted, Aprieved Conventi- 
clers, like unweary Birds, flie fromthe Hawk, into the Fowlers hand : So thar 
henceforth, the Philoſopher muſt he the Appellants beſt Colmcellor, who ha- 
ving his Head broken,. and being by a Friend advifed ro go to the Magiſtrate, 
3nd ger the violent Fellow puniſhed : Nay, faid he, it's better to go to the 
Sargeon, ta get ny Head healed. | The beſt Remetiy for Sufferers, is to cry 
ro that God who hath his Throne (as the P/4!m7Þ rells us ) eſtabliſhed in R7gh- 
teoiſneſs, and Fuſtice, and Fudgmint, for the Hiditation therecf, that exe- 
ures Zadgment for the Oppreſied ; that for the crying of tlie Po:r, and figh- 
ing of the Needy, will arite, and from whom their cries, by reaſon of their 
Oppreſſions, cannor be debar'd, That will bring forth ticir Rightcoufmeſs as 
the Light, and their Z«dgm?*nt as the Noon-day ; ho ordainerh his Arrows a- 
gainſt the Perſecutors of his peopic., To thar Efientialiy, and Eternally Juſt, 
and Righteous God, be Glory for cyermore, 4; 
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rabie, and deplorable Oppreſſions that very many i» Devon, 
Labour 3nd Groan wnaer ; yet have 1 not made brown all, 

' for want of a perfett and tre Relation thereof, netther have [ decla- 

| red ati ths unquſtinable Actions of their Oppreſſors : As bow Mr. 

| | Brear w1444...:.4Ltrch (rhe Judas) after he had Rob'd a Woman in 

the way as be 4, cang home, coming towards her with his Sword. 

 Araws, ae wnler'f her Money, which ſhe aurſt not deny him. 
How te 94th aeta ved the Thira part of the Money, due to the Poor. 
of [ett of ' ſhes, where he bath mate ſeveral Convittion of Con- / 
V.1'c\.%\{ andif  rriſtake not too, after it hath been demanded.) 

- how 146 1 "AY Ag A av or ſtable, when he was to E xecute his Warrant 
for Diſt. c{s 3 ro take 4 100 pounas worth of Goods, for 5 or G pound, 
telling him that he paying the Money for which the Diſtreſs was taken, 
he might krep the Overplns, ana ſhould not be liable to return it. © : 
How he ſent a young man of Kingsbridg, to the common Goal ( con- | [4 
trary to Law) for not coming to the Common Prayer, when there | 
was none publickly Read in the Town Church. How he bound over to 
two Seſſions, a perſon whom he ſuppoſed was at a:Conventicle (put- 
ting him to great ong6c8 and trouble) becauſe he wonld not take his , "VL | 
Oath there was one, that he with Leech, might make two Witneſſes to —_ 7 
prove the ſame. | How he made the Rich pay for the rich, when he SR = 
knew not how to come by their Eſtates, which is contrary to the Law ; 
which ſaith, they muſt be poor, and nnable to pay, when their Fines 
are tobe Levied upon thoſe that are able. How he Fin'd one for anc«. 
ther, that died 3 or 4 years agoe. How he commanded violent'y to 

Break open Doors to take Diſtreſs, which 15 not required by the Law, 
with many other Illegal Attions, that he's deeply guilty of. I have _ 1 
Omitted likewiſe the horrid Injuſtice of Sir Peter Prideux, tn bus | | ; 
dealings with Ar. Collings of Mary Otery, 4 N ans 
if} 0 On 


f | Hor:gh 1 nave given an Account tothe World of tho/e miſe- 
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Jhave made ai ſevere a Scrutiny, and C ritical a Search ar 1 poſſibly 
could; into the ttions of all theſe fore mentioned [nſtices, ſo far as 
they do reſpett the Execution of the Att againſt Corventicles, and 
moſt of them appears Extra, or Contra- Legal. : Let bnt [ome f 
the words of the Alt be examin'd and ratiovaly weighed, in the Bal- 
lance of an unprejudiced Mind, and }ndgment, and then the Illega- 
lity of their Proceedingt, and C onvittions will appear. The Num- 
ber of Perſons prohibitedte Heet is Five, of, or above 16 years of 
Age ; the Ground of this Prohibition, is their Congregating or A/- 
ſembling themſelves together under Colour, or pretence of any Fx- 
erciſe of Religion in other wanyer, than accerding to the Liturgie, 
or Practice of the Church ef England, &c. Page the 4th. T hi; be- 
ing ſo, two things muſt be proved. Firſt, T hat there is ſome Exer- 
viſe of Re ligion among them. Secondly, T hat it's diſſonant, and diſe 
agreeable both from the Liturgy, and Prattice of the Church of Enp- 
land, . Which words are Copulative, and not airyunitive, ſo that if 
they be guilty of the one abſtraled from the other, they cannot be lia- 
ble to - penalty of the Law : Which things were ſcarſe ever prov'd, 
but only taken for granted, neuher 1s it facil, or poſſible ts prove it, 
unleſs ſame ſhould be Eye, or Ear-witneſſes from the beginning to the 
exdof the Meeting. If two Witneſſes ſhould come to a Conventicle, 
when 4 New-conks wil Praying or Preaching, GC. they muſt 
Swear there was no Divine Exerciſe conſonant to the Litargy, &c. 
before they came; | or they'l prove. nothing to warrant a Legal, ayd' 
rational Convition, and if there be ſinging of Pſalms ((uch as are 
allowed by Amthirity, and ſed publickly) Preachirg, and Pra ing 
befare Sermon, it's according to the prattice of the Church of Eng 
land, without a Worſkip agreeable to the Litnrgy ; yet are they ner- 
Obnoxious to puniſhment, becauſe they are not-gmity of the N eglett of 
both, the words beiyg as was ſaid before, Copulative, and not Dif- 
junctive. The Lew againſt Conventicles, determines a three-fold 
way for proof to a Magiſtrate, to proceed unto a Convittion upon, 
eitber confeſſion of the Party; or Oath of 1wo Witneſſes, or by »o- 
207ioua Evidence, and Circumſtance of FARt, Page 4. Thetwo fer- 
mer, theſe 7 ft ices never had, for Informers cannot be Wit- 
neſſes, being parties, concery'd ( to aſſert this, ir as abſurd as to af- 


firm a man may be a witneſ, for himſelf. or in his own cauſe) the laſt 
they ſeldom or never had; t ar 1s ſuch a Notirions E Vidence and Cir- 
; | CHW 
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cumſtance of Fail, 4s 15 as clear and valid a proof, 45 the two formers 
for ſuch muſt it be, ut 1s not what men juag tobe ſuch from Malice» 
er Avarice, but what is ſoinit ſelf, for what u« only produttive of 
meer Probabilities, or Heſitating conjettures is no ex If a Law 
were made, that whoſoever goes into a Bawdy-Houſe, or Stews, to 
commit Vncleanneſs (that Keigning, predominate Beſtial ſin among - 
1s) ſnall be liable to ſuch a ſan; "atk. upon proof made any of es | 
three was. 1 believe there are ſome,ver) eager andzealous to Execute 
the Law againſt Conventicles, that would think it 4 very irrational 
and unj oft thing to Convitt a perſon of this Crime, either by his going 
into ſuch a place, though he was not ſeen come ont, or by being jeento 
come out, though not to go in, or bath, or only by being found there 
without any Immodeſt poſture : This is the very Caſe as to that 
notorious Evidence, and Circumſtance of Fatt, that moſt of onr 7 u- 
ftices make the proof of a Conventicle. Sometimes ſeveral Chriſti- 
ans ma) meet together, without any ſet and ſolemn Exerciſe of Relt- 
fiow, and though they might intend it, yet many times it may be pre- 
vented ;, but going in, or Coming out of # Houſe, or being ſound there, 

. #5 mage a Circumſtance evincing enough with our fuſtices. If itbe 
Objefted by way of defence, that this AR and all Clanſes therein con- 
tained, ſhall be conſtrued moſt Largely, and beneficially for the Sup- 
prefling of Conventicles, and for i 7aſtification and Encourage- 
ment of all perſons to be implojed in the Execution thereof, as page 
12. of the Alt, It may be Anſwered, That this muſt be underſtood 
either ſo far as things are, or perſons Alt agreeable ts the Rules of 
Common fuſtice, or Right Reaſon (though all things of that Nature 
be not Expreſſed in the AR) or elſe we muſt ſuppoſe his Majeſty, and 
our Legiſlators did intend and aeſign nothing hereby but Wrong ,and In- 
juſtice, which t4 not to be aſſerted, | 

I hope all theſe things in Conjuntlion together ſeriouſly weighea,and 
conſidered, may rationally plead for his Majeſties interpoſing betwixt 
his Diftreſſed, and Oppreſſed Subjetts, and the Violence and Injuſtice 
of their Oppreſſers. If their Purſes (who are ſo many, and ſo con- 
ſiderable a wealthy party in this Nation) be thus Evacuted, and Ex- 
hauſted, and ſach. a conſtant Devoration aud Conſumption, male of 
their Eſtates by thoſe country Caterpillers (which brings not the leaſt 
profit of Advantage to his Majeſty, nor affords any Support to his 

Government,) How i; it poſſible that he ſhould have adequate and pro- 

porti- 
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portionable Supplies of Money to his ya ? Can men make Brick 


without Straw ? (Give Money when they have it not ? Or what En- 
conragement can Thouſands nave. (whom this At concerns) to im-' 


. prove to the utmoſt, their Eftater by Trading, when they know to what 


Gredy Hounds they ſhall be made a Prey. That they who are, or 
may (by the bleſſing of God upon their lawful Endeavour) be Rich, 
ſpall be reduced to\miſerable Poverty, to enrich ethers who are miſera- 
bly poar,and who will not continue log Rich. TI think it*s not difficalr 
to demonſtrate how the violent Execution of the At againſt Conyen- 
ticles +.uh- more Enervated, ara decayed Trade (which will ever 
prove the ftrongeſt,, and firmeſt Pillar for Government to be ſupported 
with, and to projett, or aſſert the contrary, will terminate [ndefeat- 
ably at lat im a political 'Soleciſm) hath pauparized and Impoveriſhed 
more perſons, and Families in this Nation, than any one thing (yea 
more than many things that may be judged Buraerſome and Exhau- 
fting) for the/e m1ny years. How laud a Cry ſhould this have in the 


| Ears of his Majeſty for ſome Indulgence, and a Relaxatian of the ri- 
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gorous Exccution| of ſuch a Law agairft ſo many T houſanas of bis 
faithful Subjefts, and to blunt the Eag of this Sword that Cuts in 


| Pieces, and mangler /o Pony Aember: of that Body, that he u« the 


Royal, and Supream Head of , which with much Facility nay be 
done, n0t only by Vacating and Repealing the Law,or ſuperceding it by 
hi own Prerogative, but 4s he hath all Executive ue of Law, to 
binder the Execution of it ina way Subſerviert to the Malice,penury, 
and Avarice of many of his fuſtices in the County ; which may 4 
done, and yet it remain a Law, by declaring what us the proper Geru- 
ine {enſe, and Conſtruction of woras and phraſes init, and then to 
Fats it tobe Executed 11 no other manner than what's agreable to the 
ſame, As that though there be never ſo many under 16 years of age, 
vet it's 20 Conventicle when there are 10 more than fonr of, or above 
that age, beſiaes the Houſhold. That no Informers ſhall be Authen- 
rice witneſſes : that it hall be no Conventicle unleſs it can be prov'd, 
that the Exerciſe of Religion from the beginning to the end thereof, 
445 in other manner than accor aing both to the Liturgie, and prattice 
of the Church of Engiand. That nothing ſhall be juag'd 4 notcrious 
Evigexce, avd circumſtance of Fait, but what can be as certain and 
Clear 2 proof of the| Faff, a: the Confeſſion of the parry, or Dath of 


ewo zritneſſes, /o as\ſtili tobe conſanant that Axiom, Poſita Circum- 
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ſtantia rei, ponitur res ipſa (and not ro leave 13 ro every Alalicion, 
Indigent and Awyricions } uſtice,to judg what be pleaſeth to be [uch an 
Emtrence, and CircumFtance) that no Conſtables, Church-war ces, 
&c. .ill be liable ta the Ault of 5 |. for not executing Warrants for 
Diſtreſſer, /eerr.g the AR acth not expreſs it, page 6. (the penalty 
of 5 |. referring onely to ſuch Officers Neglefts of Informing [ome 
Aagiftrate when he knows, or 1s creaivly Inform'd, Converticles are 
held within his Precintts, Pariſh, or Limits, and ſhall not endeauuny 
the comvittion of the partier, pag. 11. cf. the Act again} Conven- 
ticles) that when it :5 [aid pap. 12. That this At, a9 all Claiſes 
therein contained, ſball be Mak rw moſt largely, ard benejic. a1 for 
the S "ppreſſng of Conventicles, and for the Fnſtification 4n4 E 1icou- 
ragement of all perſons to be imployed in the Execution theres! : I: 
muſt be nnder ſtood ſo far as it's agreable to other Laws, Rules of }u- 
ftice and Reaſon, That no f uſtice of the peace, or chief Magiſtrate, 
ſhall be ſubjelt ro the Beckof every Informer, to go to any Houſe, cr 
place where he 1s Inform'd a Conventicle 5, or elſe forfeit the Sus 
of 100. ponnds, the Law nit Expreſſing it, and that having paid 
one 100 |. he can forfeit no more by the Law, And that whoever 
for feits one 20 |. for any Honſe, Ont-houſe, Barn, Tard, or Batk/tac, 
ſhall be liable to no other forfeiture ever after, by vertne of this AR, 
it not expreſſing it. That Fielas not being mentioned in the At,the 
Owner of ther cannct forfeit 20]. pag. B. Not withſtanding. meetini; 
in ſuch places,make a Conventicle,pap. 4. That no Meeti-gr in pribe 
lick, Charches for Religions Exerciſes, ſhall be adjudg'd Conventi- 
cles (a Conventcile beirg properly'a Meeting of perſons together 
clandeſtingly, and in ſome private plate for an evil ena) for thoxgh the 
Law {A pag. 4. That if the Aſſembly be in a Houſe where there 
is a Family Inhabiting, cr if it be in a Houſe, Ficld or place, nhere 
there is no Family Inhabitirg, then the Magiſtrate uno1 proof ſhall 
puniſh them : Yet the word place, though it ſeem to be aGenerical 
term, it cannot Rationally comprehend a pub!ich Church.for we mu; 
ſuppoſe a Law not to be made againſt Reaſon. Ardii's highly Irrati- 
onal to jag a Conventicle (ccording to the proper Netion, and Comm 
mon acceptation of it) which is in (o publick, a place, that every ore 
that pleaſeth may come, and both [er and hear rohat 55 done ava tranſe 
ated; rhe word place mu/t therefore be ſuch as a Houſe, Piela, &c, 
that it is private 1n oppoſition to one of publick n/e, by Anthorataiive 
appointment. Ana laſtly, That na Meetings be pamſted by Law bu: 


As 
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at which, under, pretence of tintrcon(ciencer, Seditigus SeRaries, 
#ndafher diſloyal perſons cantrive Bd ralons (for #t's unreaſona-. 
be any ſhonld haug the leaſt favont, that are net of a peaceable Dee 
Port ment under his Majeſties Govarnmen, ) Pag. 3. And that it may 
by known whether any ſuch wicked aantrivances be at them, let there 
be particular places for all Parties, gud perſwaſions ro Meet in, and 
let his Maj:fty appoint whom he ſhall jnag moſt fit, to be preſent at 
their Meetings, to begr and what they Preach, ry and Do, and 
make a rrue report to him: How far his Majeſt 7 is SUPremacy in 
Eccleſieftical Aﬀairs (which the AQ. af onyenticles deth 
net Invalidate, or i Avoid). can Relieve his Subjelts ciſtreſt other. 
ways, than bythe Execution of this AQt, bis own Royal Wifdom cay. 
Sufficient Ditate to bim ; bug if. be ſhall jnadg'it fit to do bath the far- 
mer, and latter, apha canbe \ Diſloal, or Difingenuons, as to deny 
him Heart, Hand, 'or Purſe, and not clap their Hands, and cordi- 
«ly ſay, God Savethe King td. | 
The Epoche of that Maxime.(No Biſhop, no King) i the Reign 
of that profoundly Wiſe, «ud Learned King. James, and no doubr it 
was they a rrae political Maxim, becauſe of that general Intereſt they 
had in this Nation, whereby they conld afford conflerable Support to 
the Crown of England : Anal it's very requiſite that the Supream 
Magiſtrate of any Chriſtian Nation, ſhonld have a CatholicktIntereſt 
in the Clergy, becanſe of the ſwajing and prevailing Influence it hath 
#/nally upon Conſtiences, when it's honourable in the Eyes of the peo- 
ple ; but when their Intereſt is ſo debelitated, and laxguiſbeth, bein 
at 4 low Ebb, and becoming a waning Moon, and ettiug Sun 17 
the AﬀeTions, and eſteem of the people, that are no/teonſiderable for 
Wiſdom and Wealth, and whereof there are many thouſands that did 
once Revere,and Venerate them) that they are Incapacitated to do that 
ſervice to Royal Majeſty, that formerly they could. Andthere is 
anothcr kind of Clergy, wheſe Intereſt far more conſiderable among 
the people : Why ſhouldit nat become. a new Maxim in our Engliſh 
Politicks (Maxjms of State many times varying with preſent Ci: - 
cumſtances, and Emergenccs, unto which they are to be accounta- 
red few, bcing calculated for all times, unleſs ſuch as have theic 
foundation in Univerſal truth) No Non-conformiſt, no King, 
Let but his. Majeſty try further, how far they can be Serviceable ro 
him, and grant them their publick Freedom, and Liberty, to ſerve 
Lord, ths will find that with all Unanimity, and a foynt-concur- 
ring conſent, they will /ay; O King pive for Ever. 
7 INIS. 
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